Three  wandering  thoughts 


By  David  L.  Morrow 

What  is  your  Wfol  It  is  even  a  vapour,  that  appearethfor  a  little  time,  and 
then  vanisheth  away  (James  4:14). 

It  seems  like  moments  ago  it  all  started.  But  those  moments  have  tumbled 
into  hours,  days,  years,  and  now  we  look  back  wonderii^  where  life  went.  The 
joys  and  wonders  of  childhood  blend  imperceptibly  into  the  anxiety  and  new¬ 
found  independence  of  the  teenage  life,  llien,  almost 
without  tuniing  around,  we  are  deluged  with  the  respon- 
sibiiity  and  challenges  of  aduttbood.  Almost  as  quiddy, 
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we’re  at  retirement,  sometimes  feeling  life  is  all  behind  us. 

What  was  roy  purpose?  Why  was  I  bwn?  Did  I  leave  any 
mark?  Is  ^  world  really  aiw  different  for  my  stay  here? 
Even  biblical  wnters  sti^^ed  with  the  meaning,  value, 
and  brevity  of  life.  Man  is  like  to  vanity;  his  days  are  as 
a  shadow  that  passeth  away  (Psalms  144:4). 

I  think  that  is  why  we  carve  our  initials  into  the  tender 
bark  of  the  young  trees:  just  to  see  our  names  immortaliz- 


a  higter,  more  delibd*ate  purpose  for  those  of  us  who  have  called  the  nam^ 
of  Christ  in  repentance,  seeking  forgivoiess  and  salvation.  And  we  get  so  mu^ 
more  along  the  way. 

Second  thought ...  Do  you  remember  the  old  chain  letters?  You  know  the 
one  where  you  send  something  to  the  name  at  top  of  the  list,  then  add  your 
name  to  the  bottom,  and  send  the  letter  (m  its  way,  expecting  to  receive  a 
wealth  of  whatever  you  mailed  the  person  at  the  top  (rf  the  list?  Great  threats 
of  harm  and  examples  of  such  are  listed  to  warn  you  of  the  folly  of  breaking 
the  chain. 

There  is  scnnething  like  that  going  on  now,  in  your  life  and  mine,  only  the 
stakes  are  so  much  higher.  You  and  I  are  the  (Httgenitors  of  the  next  genera¬ 
tion  of  believers.  Unless  we  do  our  part,  guess  what . . .  The  chain  i&  broken 
for  a  whole  line  of  potential  believers.  And  the  things  that  thou  hast  heard 
of  me  among  mar^  witnesses,  the  same  commit  thou  to  faithfid  men,  who 
shall  be  able  to  teach  others  also  (2  Tim.  2:2). 

Third  thought - Have  you  ever  seen  a  family  tree?  Some  are  even  drawn 

out  to  look  like  trees.  If  we  were  to  look  at  one  of  those  family  trees,  we  would 
see  different  branches.  Each  Inanch  represents  another  person  and  the 
children  bom  by  him.  There  are  some  branches  that  cmtinue  for  hundreds 
of  years  and  other  branches  run  to  a  dead  end.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  dead 
end?  No  offspring! 

Now  envision  your  spiritual  family  tree.  Are  you  moving  toward  a  dead  end 
branch,  or  is  your  tree  living  and  growing?  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the  branch¬ 
es:  He' that  abidethin  me,  and  I  in  Mm,  the  same  bringeth  forth  much  fruit: 
for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing  (John  15:5). 

What  is  the  point  of  all  this  ramblii^  Hie  only  really  significanL  life  chang¬ 
ing  tMng  we  will  ever  be  a  part  of  is  what  we  do  for  the  kingdom.  Sharing 
the  sim^e  gospel,  helping  those  who  hear  to  grow,  so  they  in  turn  can  share 
with  someone  else  These  will  alter  the  future  for  generations.  Sharing  our 
faith  in  a  witnessing,  discipling  way  will  make  a  difference  in  one  life,  in  the 
lives  of  his  children,  and  all  of  those  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 

Dwell  on  these  thoughts:  What  are  we  doing  that  will  make  a'difference 
in  a  hundred  years?  Our  sharing  Christ  and  discipling  those  who  have  found 
the  faith.  Therefore  go  and  make  disciples  . .  .  (Matt.  2S:1$  NIV). 

Morrow  is  coMukaat,  DisciplesMp  Training  Department.  MBCB. 


What 


By  Aubrey  Boone 

In  seeking  a  sdution  to  a  given  around  the  world.  The  creation  of  a 
proUem,  how  often  have  you  been  perpetual  trust  provides  for  the 
asked,  “W^t  is  yotB*  will?”  Ihe  ques-  specie  use  of  your  possessions  and 
tion  seeks  expressioo  of  vwu*  basic  ^t  forever! 
desire  and  intent  Applying  that  same  The  kfississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
inquiry  to  your  lifeh  possessions,  what  would  be  pleased  to  provide  ^  with 
is  your  present  desire  for  the  future  infonnation  regarding  the  fimitfega 
use  (rf  that  with  which  3rou  have  been  opportunities  for  stewardship  your 
blessed?  material  blessings  after  your  dmth.' 

"Because  (rf  die  importance  of  Chris-  The  Foundation,  an  agency  of  the 
tian  stewardship.  Southern  Baptists  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
have  designated  January  as  “Make  is  in  its  ttth  ymir  of  service  and  ad- 
Your  Will  Month.”  It  has  been  mimsters  assets  exceeding  20  million 
estimated  that  7  out  of  10  pec^le  die  dollars.  Elamings  from  these  assets 
without  a  will.  This  statistic  means  enabled  the  FoiUKlatiMi  to  distribute 
that  70%' of  Mississippi  Bapdute  do  not  over  $1.5  million  last  year  in  support 
envision  Christian  stewardship  of  of  Baptist  work, 
possessions  as  extending  past  their  Such  ongoing  support  is  possibfe  on- 
death  and  are  willing  for  the  state  to  ly  because  people  like  you  were  con- 
determine  bow  their  possessions  are  cemed  enoi^  to  take  time  to  prepare 
to  be  divided  and  used.  Without  a  will  f  leav^  money  or  ot^  ass^ 
or  living  trust,  the  law  of  descent  and  .  P*'®''*  financial 

distribution  control  how  property  and  a8S**f^ce.  What  about  you?  As  you 
possessions  are  divided  among  heirs,  pa*®*  for  *  moment  and  ren^t  iqion 
Thmelaws  make  no  [Htivision  for  tiK  «trat  of  your  nmtenal  bl^in^ 
charitable  or  religious  use  of  any  of  ^  your  will  regarding  the 

your  possessions  stewsroslup  snd  future  use  of  tlKise 

„  '  ...  ...  ,  ,  possessions  in  support  of  Christ’S 

HowevCT,  wth  a  ^  or  Uvu«  tn«t,  ^  Have  you  writtm  your  wiU? 
the  possibUities  of  Christian  steward-  you  are  encouraged  to  contact  the 
sWp  are  vasUy  i^re^  For  exam-  Foundation  at  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
pl^  thr^  a  ^t  or  bequmt  in  y^  mS  39205,  968-3800,  or  discuss  the 
will  or  th^  ct^Uon  of  a  sp«iflc  poMibiliUes  with  your  attorney,  and 
tnistfi^  for  scholarships,  inimim  ^  t^e  procesi  of  sharing  with 
®  fl^  generations  through  raking 


The  1 6tb  Baptist  WorUCot^ress  in  Seoul,  Korea,  was  a  pn^ng  Cof^ress.  The  sounds 
of prayir^  Baptists  filled  the  air  in  Confftess  sessions,  hotels,  churches  and  homes. 
Lettbesoundsof Baptists  in  fervent  prayer  fid  your  church  today  on  this 
Baptist  World  Affiance  Di^  February 2, 1992. 
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The  anatomy  of  a  split 


Solomon’s  kingdom  was  strong,  influential, 
and  prosperous.  It  extended  from  Mesopotamia 
to  Egypt  and  tribute  was  paid  to  Israd  by  all 
surrounding  nations.  Magnificent  buildings,  a 
strong  army,  trade  allowances,  and  good 
government  had  made  Israel  a  wealthy  nation. 


with  great  leaders.  Roger  Williams  open¬ 
ed  the  door  and  through  it  walked  men 
like  Isaac  Backus  and  Luther  Rice, 
pioneer  preachers  like  Lansing  Burrows 
to  Dan  Moulder,  theologians  E.  Y. 
Mullins,  W.  O.  Carver,  W.  W.  Barnes,  and 
statesmen  J.  B.  Gambrell,  J.  M.  Frost, 
and  George  Truett.  Time  would  fail  me 
to  tell  of  the  Holcombs,  the  Leavells,  Lee 
Scarborough,  and  a  host  of  others  who 
through  faith  wrought  righteousness  and 
forged  a  great  convention. 

Through  the  years  a  keen  rivalry  was  present 
between  the  strong  tribes  of  southern  Judah 
and  the  north.  The  Northern  Kingdom  Israel, 
was  slow  to  accept  David  and  they  wrangled 
much  over  leadership.  Then  Rehoboam,  the 
foolish,  succeeded  Solomon  and  Jeroboam  of 
the  Northern  Kingdtnn  demanded  a  statement 
as  to  his  policy.  were  tired  o€  the  taxes  and 
high-handed  treatment.  Rehoboam  sought 
counsel  from  the  older  men;  be  cautious,  be 
considerate,  there  is  real  peril  ahead,  they  said. 
Then  he  talked  with  his  younger  friends  and 
they  said,  be  harsh,  lay  greater  burdens  on 
them.  Soon  thereafter,  Rehoboam  made  Ids 
famous,  “My  little  finger  shall  be  thicker  than 


my  father’s  loins”  speech  (I  Kings  12:10). 

increasingly  the  winter  of  discontent 
settled  upon  Southern  Baptists.  Accusa-^ 
tions  of  fundamentalism  or  liberalism, 
lust  for  power  and  recognition,  and  a 
stiff-necked  attitude  of  defending  the 
status  quo  surfaced.  Baptists  were  warn¬ 
ed  of  "error  that  can  destroy  us  from 
within.”  Modern  Rehoboams  sharpened 
their  claws  on  any  who  refused  to  see 
things  "as  I  see  it,”  and  caution  was 
thrown  to  the  wind  and  the  whirlwind 
followed.  Peace  committees  met,  resolu¬ 
tions  were  passed,  fellowships  were 
formed  as  good  men  on  both  sides  were 
entangled  in  a  web  of  unethical  activites, 
and  a  “search  and  destroy”  attitude  mov¬ 
ed  across  the  convention. 

Then  came  the  split.  We  don’t  have  to  take 
this,  said  Jeroboam:  “What  portion  have  we 
with  David,  to  your  tent,  O  Israel.”  “So  Israel 
rebelled  against  the  house  of  David.”  It  took 
Judah  a  while  to  realize  ti^  could  not  flMTce  the 
rebellious  Israelites  back  into  the  campi  The  die 
was  cast  and  strife,  warfare,  and  hat^  would 
be  their  lot  for  the  next  200  years.  The  fathers 
had  eaten  sour  grapes  and  the  children’s  teeth 


were  set  on  edge. 

But  Southern  Baptists  came  to 
themselves  even  as  the  Prodigal  Son.  We 
have  grieved  the  Father.  Let  us  arise  and 
get  our  older  brother  in  the  field  and  both 
of  us  go  to  the  Father  and  ask  forgiveness 
lest  we  be  destroyed.  Reciminations,  per¬ 
sonality  differences,  and  strife  were  laid 
aside.  Tbgether  we  linked  arms  and 
agreed  to  return  to  the  faith  of  our  fathers 
with  the  Baptist  Faith  and  Message 
leading  us  to  ^e  world  wide  mission  task. 


And  so  Southern  Baptists  had  grown. 
From  the  pioneer  days  of  circuit  riders 
and  /drmer-preachers,  we  sowed  the 
South  in  churches  by  1900  and  in  60  years 
were  in  all  SO  states.  Our  schools  were 
many,  our  seminaries  were  glorious  in¬ 
stitutions.  Our  Home  Mission  Board  mov¬ 
ed  us  toward  a  myriad  of  ministries  even 
as  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  moved  in¬ 
to  125  countries  with  nearly  4,000  mis¬ 
sionaries.  God  had  blessed  and  we  were 
prosperous. 

Israel  had  great  leadership.  David,  the  sweet 
singer  of  Israel,  found  favw  with  God  and  man. 
The  wit  and  winsomeness  of  Solomon  capped 
a  glorious  reign.  Samuel  rendered  valuable  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  kingdom  as  statesman,  prophet,  and 
priest.  Nathan,  the  fearless  prophet,  denounc¬ 
ed  kings  or  paupers  if  sin  were  in  the  camp. 

And-God  blessed  Southern  Baptists’ 


Meanwhile  back  in  Israel,  idolatry  flourish¬ 
ed  and  eventpally  would  be  universally 
established.  Jeroboam  said,  “There  is  little  use 
for  you  to  go  up  to  Jerusalem.  We  can  set  up 
two  shrines  for  worship,  one  at  Bethel,  and  the 
other  at  Dan.”  But  Jehovah  was  neither  honored 
nor  worshipped.  An  idol,  a  pitiful  calf  was  set 
up.  Jeroboam  had  great  strength  in  organiza¬ 
tion  and  leadership  but  ultimately  his  epitaph 
was  written;  “Jeroboam,  son  of  Nebat,  who 
made  Israel  to  sin.” 

God  had  sp^en.  The  prophets  delivered  the 
message.  Judgment  is  coming  and  your  house 
shall  be  ieft  desolate 


Does  everyone  need  a  computer? 


Committed  to  evangelism 


By  John  E.  Dent  Jr. 

I  had  never  seen  David  so  excited  direction  of  using  a  computer,  without  rel 

before  —  he  was  usually  a  very  quiet  Similarly,  if  everything  written  blestu^a _ 

person.  But  now  he  was  dragging  me  (printed)  at  your  dmrdi  is  of  superior  grams  import  researdi  into  my 

to  his  apartment  to  see  his  new  quality,  your  church  may  not  need  a  . . 

‘typewriter.”  What  I  saw  was  his  new  computer, 
computer.  David  began  to  show  me 
what  it  could  do  —  h^  it  could  help 
him  to  write  better.  I  was  first  in¬ 
trigued;  when  I  saw  that  it  could  help 
me  do  my  writii^  more  quickly  and 
with  bet^  quality,  I  was  hoot^. 

FYom  those  days  in  1963,  when  I  was 
a  docUnal  studrat  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  throu^  my  years  of 
teaching  at  Clarke  CoUege,  computers 
have  b^me  increasingly  important 

in  my  life  My  basic  reason  for  using  Does  my  pastor  need 
computers  can  be  summed  up  by  one  a  computer? 

biblical  concc^  —  stewardship.  I  can  ^ _ 

do  a  better  job  in  less  time  using  my  ably.  EffectiwuM oTa  com 

computer  than  I  can  without  it.  I  am  give  the  pastor  a  predous  gil. _ 

free  to  spend  more  time  doing  what  \  computer  can  help  the  pastor  to  *  computer?  • 

a  computer  ^nnot.  However,  com-  save  tiim  in  some  areas  so  that  he  can  The  answer  is  probably.  If  your 

puters  are  not  for  everyone  have  it  totise  in  other  areas.  Although  church  produms  a  bulletin  or  kem 

TWwms  mv  ehnreh  need  pastors  can  use  computers  in  almost  records,  a  computer  system  c<^ 

LHies  my  neeo  unlimited  ways,  many  programs  are  help  your  church  staff  to  be  m<we  et- 

a  computer?  written  for  Bible  study  a^  sermon  ficient.  A  bulletin  becomes  much 

Tlw  answer  ,  to  this  questiwi  is  preparation,  church  administration^  easier  to  reviset  all  printed  material 
possibly.  People  are  of  primaiy  im-  and  counseling.  becomes  more  attractive,  easier-to- 

piMtance  in  the  church.  Althou^  this  Central  to  my  ministry  as  a  teacher  read,  and  better  quality  when  dm  on 

does  not  exclude  all  church  members,  and  preacher  are  programs  written  a  go^  computer  system, 

in  the  context  of  examining  the  role  of  for  use  in  Bible  study  and  sermon  Not  everyone  ne^  a  computer.  If 

computers,  those  people  who  will  use  preparation,  lb  have  immediate  ac-  your  chur^  does  not  purchase  a 
computers  (prohably  church  staff)  cess  to  information  t^  pressing  a  few  oulletin  or  keep  recorm;  if  your 
need  to  be  considered.  teys  on  the  keyboard  saves  much  pastor  does  not  ne^  more  time,  or 

Computers  are  not  for  everyone.  If  time  lb  have  several  translations  of  should  not  iMnduce  better  sermons 
your  pastor,  church  secretary,  or  the  Bible  displayed  side-by-side  is  and  Bible  st^es;  if  those  who  would 
other  staff  member  refuses  to  think  helpful.  Other  Ux^  such  as  choice  of  use  a  computer  will  not  learn  how  to 
about  how  computers  can  help,  I  illustrations  for  texts  or  topics  use  it,  then  a  computer  becomes  an 
believe  you  should  not  push  the  issue  availaUe  at  a  touch  is  faster  than  expensive  paperweight,  poor  steward- 
If  your  pastor,  secretary,  and  staff  looking  through  my  files.  ship  of  money  contributed  for  me  in 

members  have  all  the  time  they  need  Another  program  I  use  in  Bible  God'k  kingdom, 
to  get  their  work  done,  little  would  be  study  is  a  word  processor.  It  allows  me  Dent  is  fawbiictor  of  Greek  and  New 
gained  from  moving  them  in  the  to  t^  my  sermons  and  edit  them  Ibstament,  Clarke  College. 


»ng.  1  can  also  have  Bi¬ 
sermon  illmtratioo  pro- 
'  '  ser¬ 
mon  without  typ^  it.  I  can  spend 
m««  time  reding  and  less  time 
typing. 

Counseling  programs  from  a  Chris¬ 
tian  perepective  incorporate  testing 
and  opinion  supeys  with  Biblical 
principles,  allowi^  me  to  spend  more 
time  counseling  in  person. 

Oiurch  management  programs 
puter,  it  would  be  be^  not  to  purdiase  help  church  secretaries  and  other 

Stan.  They  can  also  help  the  pastor  to 
keep  up  with  the  cmigregation  and 
with  prospects.  These  programs  keep 
reco^  of  membashipC  attendance, 

_  -  .  and  financial  activities. 

The  answer  to  this  question  is  prob- 

Does  the  church  staff  need 


othen. 

Tbstatne^BBiH»oai^toTMdi  a.  Saying  fifelltopd-- the  influence 
pmle  of  the  bdlevufli^ifedMl  conununica- 

T^^f^pmi^Wiisdesceib-  Qon  with  thoae  outside  the  church, 
ed  Iqr  p.  C  as  ”a  The  rdigteus”^  food”  kick  of » 

mimma^ig^  ^qiel.  He  tunes  two  quick  fix,  cash  only,  no  involvement, 
tacHets  of  rffme  Ssetrine,  dinolves  and  temporary  as&daction  will  hot 
themma  gMifmortweofroeewatiB*  et»w  strong  believers.  » 

sentlmmitito*  pute  a  tittks  in  an  The  state  Em^lism  Cwiference 
atomi^, and gentospH^ fhe^an-  will  meet  Jan.  in  Hattiesburg, 
gefetion.  ’  I  <fonT  kuw  whete  Mr.  “Serving  Jesqa  through  the  family,  to 
PattimwetU  to  dJ!icEi»,bidd  wasn’t  m  the  family”  will  be  highlight^.  A 
Baptist  chufchw  MmiOTirgh-TT^  strong  program  of  music,  preaching, 
*****  **  *****  practidng  wiDJie  on  target  in 

still  in  the  hi^eM.  Rad^p-  helping  to  Ining  MJasissippi  and  the 
tion,  from  the  pfodUaed  land  to  a  world  to  Jesus.  pastor  ought  to 

pe^iar  people,  rsmaiv  Godh  eter-  be  there.  Lay  perso^ ind^  the 
nal  purpose.  Southern  whole  fomily,  is  invited.  Evangelism 

grown  strong  on  a  steaify  dM  of  will  be  sharply  in  focus  in  a  great 
evangelism;  we  suffer  wbea  we  fellowshipof beBe^.  Our statewill 
negjectit.  benefit  from  it. 

There  is  a  three-fold  appma^^  to  _  GH 


Congratulations,  Mr.  Fordice 


Inauguaration  Day  for  (jJov.  Kirk  Pordice  began  with  a  prayer 
breakfast  The  governor’^  p^tor,  Clint  Gill,  of  Crawford  Street  Methodist 
Church,  Vicksburg,  led  the  inauguration  ceremony’s  myer.  T^  gover¬ 
nor’s  wife,  Patsy,  read  the  2l8t  Psalm  and  Chief  Justice  Rqy  Noble  Lee 
administered  the  oath  of  office. 

Frank  Pollard,  pastm-  of  F^t,  Jadcson,  stated  at  the  prayer  breakfast 
that  “We  do  need  to  jOTiy  for  Gov.  Fbrdice,  but  m<M«  important  is  to  fway 
for  the  citizens  of  our  state  that  we^night  be  the  right  kind  of  citizens. 
ITie  governor  and  all  our  government  officials  need  our  prayers  every 
day.”  Tlie  spiritual  encouragement  of  the  prayer  breakCut  and  the  in¬ 
auguration  of  Mississippi’s  61st  governor  was  encouraging. 

—  GH 
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New  writers  begin  SS 

ca  O 

lesson  commentaries 


The  Second  Front  Page 


Three  new  Sunday  School  lesson 
writers  began  commentaries  for  the 
Baptist  Record  this  month.  They  are 
Bobl^  Williamson,  Lola  Autry,  and 
Charles  Nestor. 

Bobby  Williamson,  pastor  of  Park 
Place  ^urch,  Brandon/Pearl,  was 
bom  in  Memi^s.  He  was  graduated 
from  Central  Holmes  Hi^  School, 
Lexington,  Miss.;  Holmes  Communi¬ 
ty  College;  Mississippi  State  Univer¬ 
sity  ;  and  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

First  Church,  Lexington,  licensed 
him  to  the  ministry  and  Mt.  Vernon 
Church,  Liberty,  where  he  held  his 
first  pastorate,  ordained  him.  Before 
moving  to  the  Park  Place  pastorate  in 
1967,  he  was  pastor  of  Meadville 
C%urch  at  Meadville  for  three  years. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Rhon¬ 
da  Dobbs  and  they  have  three 
children.  His  hobbies  are  “play-by- 
play  radio  for  area  football  games,” 
softball,  and  basketball. 

Lola  Autry  is  a  member  of  Pine 
Grove  Chur^,  Benton  County,  where 
she  has  direct^  the  music,  i^yed  the 
piano,  and  taught  Sunday  School.  Her 
late  husband,  E.  A.  Autry,  was  a 
pastor,  writer,  and  naturalist. 

Mrs.  Autry  is  a  musician,  author, 
and  photographer  with  her  own  por¬ 


trait  studio.  A  native  of  Memp^,  sbe 
was  graduated  from  Memphis  State 
Univosity.  With  ho*  husbai^  sbe  col¬ 
laborated  in  writing  the  books.  Don’t 
Look  Back,  Mama,  and  Bible  lappet 
Plays.  Her  photo^phs  have  ap- 
petued  in  Mississippi  magazine  and 
national  magazines  such  as  Field  and 
Stream.  She  has  participated  in 
volunteer  mission  projects  in  Argen¬ 
tina,  France,  Alaska,  Mississii^i,  and 
otb^  places,  and  has  frequentfy  writ¬ 
ten  feature  articles  for  the  Baptist 
Record.  She  is  mother  of  twins. 

Charles  Nestor,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Bruce,  since  1978  was  bora  in 
Neston^e,  West  Virginia.  He  and  his 
wife  Clara  have  two  cMldren.  His  hob¬ 
bies  are  reading,  writing,  computers, 
woodworking,  and  ^rd  work. 

N|stor  was  graduated  from  high 
school  in  Kasson,  W.  Va. ;  from  West 
Virginia  University;  and  from 
Southwestern  Seminary,  wi^  a  doctm* 
of  mi^try  degree  from  the  latter. 

He  vias  licen^  to  preach  Forest 
Hill  Church,  Germantown,  Ibnn.  aiKl 
ordained  by  Proctor  Church,  PToctor, 
Tlexas,  his  first  pastorate.  Other 
churches  he  has  served  as  pastor  in¬ 
clude  First  Church,  Santo,  'Texas,  and 
First  Church,  Coldwater,  Miss. 


Baptist  agency  will  send 
ag  experts  to  Mongolia 


By  Michael  Chute 


HONG  KONG  (BP)  -  The  govern¬ 
ment  of  Mongolia  has  asked 
(Cooperative  Services  Internatitmal  to 
provide  medical  and  agricultural  ex¬ 
perts  to  aid  the  economically 
devastated  country. 

The  agreements  signed  recently 
call  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
humanitarian  aid  organization  to  send 
five  doctors,  one  hralth  consultant, 
and  two  agriculturists  over  the  next 
several  months. 

The  medical  personnel  will  help 
Mongolia’s  health  ministry  privatize 
its  socialist  medical  system. 
Agricultural  experts  will  train 
farmers  to  produce  fruits  and 
vegetables  in  ute  once-isolated  coun¬ 
try  wedged  between  C^ina  and  Soviet 
(Central  Asia. 

“Mongolia’^  in  transition  after  the 
collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union,”  said  Jim 
Die<hich,  a  Hong  Kcmg-based  CCSI 
worker.  “Once  the  Soviets’  closest 
communist  ally,  now  Mongolia  is  an 
economic  disaster  area.  Politically, 
the  countnr’s  Communist  Party  has 
fallen.  The  new  constitution 
guarantees  a  multiparty  state  But 
economically,  Sovi^  support  that’s 
been  withdrawn  has  destroyed  the 
former  socialist  country’^  production 
base” 

Southern  Baptists’  first  career 
workers  in  Mongcdia  —  Don  and  Helen 
McNeely  of  Weslaco  and  Jarrell, 
'Ihxas,  respectively  —  arrived  Jan.  7. 
The  former  missionaries  to  Zambia 
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The  McNeelys  follow  Stan  and 
Laura  Kirk  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  who 
arrived  in  Mongolia  last  February  to 
teach  English  at  the  Medical  Institute 
in  Ulan  Eiator.  The  first  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  workers  assigned  to  Mongolia,  tte 
Kirks  are  beginning  the  second  year 
of  a  two-year  assignment. 

The  country’s  lack  of  fruit  and 
vegetable  production  has  created 
serious  problems.  Production  of 
cultivated  fruit  is  nonexistent. 

TTie  Mongdian  government  granted 
(SI  personnel  contracts  for  five-year 
terms,  renewable  for  another  five 
years. 

CSI  also  has  helped  deliver  food  and 
medical  supplies  to  Mongolia  in  .  re¬ 
cent  months. 

CSI  also  is  working  with  (Campus 
Ousade  for  C^unst  to  present  a 
Mongolian-language  version  of  the 
“Jesus”  film,  which  has  been  seen 
millions  of  pintle  around  the  wwld. 
The  Mongolian  government  recently 
granted  &mpus  Ousade  permission 
for  a  mid-January  premiere  of  the 
film.  (SI  is  recruiting  six  three- 
member  teams  to  show  the  film 
throughout  the  country  in  July. 

"We  need  one  career  wchIiot  and 
two  more  (shorter-term  wcurkers)  to 
teach  EfogUsh,”  said  Diedrich  of  other 
personnel  requests  for  Mongolia. 

Diedrich  said  (SI  also  hopes  to 
assign  two  nurses  to  work  with  the 
agriculturalists.  “With  what  we’ve 
projected.  Southern  Baptists  could 


PRAYERTHIE  —  WMU  leaders  erwircle  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  President  Keith  Parks  and  home  and 


foreign  missionaries  during  the  Jan.  11-16  WMU  executive 
board  meeting.  (WMU  Photo  by  Dan  Bryan) 


WMU  leaders  issue  call 
to  prayer:  Feb.  10-11 


TALLADEXjrA,  Ala.  —  A  conviction 
that  Southern  Baptists  are  losing  their 
passion  for  missions  led  leaders  of  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  to  take 
two  related  actions  during  their  Jan. 
11-16  meeting: 

*  They  issued  a  call  to  prayer  a- 
mong  the  WMU  membership  for 
Southern  Baptots  to  reclaim  their 
passion  for  missions,  and 

•  National  WMU  President  Carolyn 
Miller  appointed  16  of  the  leaders  to 
explore  action  plans  and  strategies  < 
that  ‘^could  enable  the  denomination 
to  meet  missions  chaUenges  and  seize 
the  opportunities  of  the  day.” 

The  gathering  of  WMU  leaders  at 
'Ihllad^a,  Ala.,'  include  state  WMU 
presidents,  who  comprise  the  WMU 
executive  board;  state  WMU  ex¬ 
ecutive  directors  and  their  staffo;  and 


By  Susan  ’Ibdd  Doyle 

ises  of  God’s  Word  to  guide  us  every 
step  of  the  way. 

“We  must  not  be  consumed  the 
darkness  of  confusion,  doubt,  or  fear. 
We  must  trust  our  Guide  and  his 
promises,”  O’Brien  said.  “There’s  not 
one  of  us  who  wouldn’t  say  that  prayer 
is  the  most  important  thing  we  will  do 
in  the  days  ahead.” 

During  an  impromptu,  informal 


"Prayer  is  the  most  power¬ 
ful  action  we  can  take.*’  — 
Dellanna  O’Brien 


dialogue  time  with  Foreign  Mission 
Board  President  Keith  Parks,  the 


Christian  agency,  to  work  with  Ulan  pie,”  he  sai 
Bator^  two  Christian  churches.  Chute  writes  for  FMB. 


Assonbly  in  Ihllade^. 

The  call  to  prayer  is  scheduled  for 
noon  Monday,  Fl^.  10,  through  noon 
Tuesday,  Feb.  11.  The  call  to  prayer 
falls  within  “Focus  on  WMU  \Veik” 
and  coincides  with  the  February 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  trustees. 

“Prayer  is  the  most  powerful  action 
we  can  take,  no  matter  what  the 
issue,”  said  Dellanna  O’Brien,  na¬ 
tional  WMU  executive  director. 
“Three  are  trying  times,  not  only 
within  our  denomination,  but  within 
our  own  country  and  the  lar»  world 
scene,  as  well.  We  must  daim  the 
ptwer  of  the  Ho^  ^lirit  and  the  prgm- 


ent  to  pray  fc 

During  the  board  meeting,  WB(U 
leaden  also  beard  a  report  m>m  the 
public  relations  firm  of  Lawler 
Ballard  Van  Durand.  The  WMU  ex¬ 
ecutive  board  hired  the  Birmingham 
firm  almost  two  years  ago  to  Ired  in 
an  awareness-building  afort. 

Last  year,  WMU  and  Lawler  Ballard 
Van  Durand  completed  a  year-long 
research  project  to  assess  opinions 
and  perceptions  about  WMU.  ITndey 
Van  Durand,  prreident,  reported  the 
findings  of  the  final  stage  of  the  five- 
phase  research  project  —  a  national 
survey  among  Southern  Baptist 
womre^Thejury^  isprejhapsj^ 


*  WMU  members  emby  a  fellowship 
that  is  the  result  of  dedication,  caring 
for  the  unchurched,  and  love  for  one 
another. 

*  WMU  members  give  more  to  mis¬ 
sions  causes  than  non-members. 

•  WMU  members  are  more 
satisfied  with  their  level  of  spiritual 
develimment  than  are  non-members. 

•  WMU  members  are  more 
satisfied  with  their  level  of  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  church  than  are  non- 
mrenbers.” 

In  short,  the  survey  results  show, 
“WMU  members  are  stalwart  Cluis- 

_See.l!|!!l<S[JB«8.W. _ 


most  comprehensive  survey  ever  con- v 
ducted  among  Southern  Baptist 
women,  he  said. 

Survey  results  show  that  “there  are 
a  number  of  very  clear  and  positive 
findings  about  WMU  and  its  ’ 
members.  Ultimately,  respondents 
tell  us,  there  is  a  difference  between 
WMU  members  and  non-WMU 
members; 

*  WMU  members  worship  at 
churches  more  frequently  than 
non-members. 

•  WMU  members  are  more  involv¬ 
ed  in  other  activities  of  their  churches 
than  non-members. 

•  WMU  members  are  more  con¬ 

cerned  about  spreading  the  Word  of 
the  Lord  among  the  unraurched  than 
are  non-members.  » 

*  WMU  members  are  more  likely  to 


Fellowship  offers  to  fund 
missionaries  in  Europe 


TTic  offer  came  Jan.  11  when  toe  tions  who  support  mission  work.  “  wuu  me  aame. 
council,  meeting  at  a  hotel  near  the  “We  are  a  Rllowship  <rf  churches  “We  have  to  have  the  nerve;  the  faith 

OaHas/Fbrt  Worth  International  Air-  and  individuals,”  Hew^  said.  “Our  to  go  to  Isam  Balleiwer  and  Keith 
port,  approved  a  motion  by  Fbrt  intention  is  to  make  sure  the  good  Panm'  and  say,  Wfe?  pick  up  your 
Worth,  Tnas,  pastor  Cecil  Sherman,  work  of  our  missionaries  continues,  paychecks  and  benefits,’  ”  Shaman 
Tlie  CBF  represents  churches  and  in-  We  will  do  what  we  have  to  da”  said. 

dividuals  aligned  with  the  moderate  Hewett  and  otba  members  of  the  Sherman  said  the  decision  to  fund 
movoncmt  of  the  Southern  Baptist  council  said  the  action  was  necessary  niissionaries  will ‘^galvanize  us.  Some 
Convention.  because  of  the  decision  by  FMB  (Southern  Baptists)  win  come  with  us 

Shorman’s  motion  states  that  the  trustees  not  to  fund  the  Baptist  and  some  won’t,  but  we  will  be  focus¬ 
coordinating  council  ‘^ofier  empfoy-  Theological  Seminary  at  RuschlilBon,  od  outward. 
m«t  to  missionaries  Of  the  Florae  Switzerland.  ”I  am  trying  to  seise  the  moment 

Mission  Boa^  of  the  Soufiiem  Baptist  In  discussion  about  the  motion  witfatbepeopleweknowaregoodpeo- 

(^onvention  in  tte  European  sector  Sherman,  who  has  been  nominated  to  pfo.”  Shaman  said. ’Tt’s  time  we  get 
wbofitthecritemof  tfae(fooperative  become  (SF  executive  directa;  said  being  just  a  debathig  society, 
Baptist  FeUowsfaipk  statement  of  mis-  in  light  of  FMB  actions  toward  the  time  we  take  sane  children  to  raise” 
sions.”  The  motion  passed  seminary  at  Ruschlikon,  ‘The  only  CoIUm  writes  for  Sarthwestem 
unanimously.  thing  that  makes  sense  is  a  strong  Seadnary. 


Powells,  leave  for  Zimbabwe 


Hiram  and  Shirtey  Poweli  of  Mendenhall  are  to  tie  the  field  coordinators  for  the 
Mississippl-Zimbabwe  partnership.  They  left  for  Zimtiabwe  on  Jan.  17  and  are  slated 
to  live  there  tor  the  duration  of  the  partnership.  They  were  assigned  to  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  posts  through  the  International  Service  Corps  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board,  SBC.  He  previously  served  as  a  Foreign  Mission  board  auxiliary  personnel 
worker  in  Tanzania  and  she  has  served  as  missionary  associate  in  Jordan. 
(Photo  by  F.  A.  Larrimore) 


FMB  trustee  criticizes  Parks 


trustee  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  careers.  Earlier,  Parks  said  discussions  * 

said  that  if  board  President  Keith  During  the  news  conference  at  about  his  future  will '‘intensify”  dur-  DniTYimonH 
Parks  had  been  a  businessman,  he  which  they  announced  thetr  ing  the  next  month  a  so.  He  said  last 
would  have  been  fired  forhis  recent  retirements,  Ballenger  and  Parker  year  that  he  wanted  to  remain  as 
actions.  blasted  trustees  and  the  Southern  president  until  1996  to  follow  through 

TVustee  Morris  Mills  of  M^phis,  Baptist  Convention.  .  . 

Term.,  said  Parks  was  wrong  to  allow  Mills  said  allowing  them  to  do  that 
two  retiring  employees  to  hold  a  Jan.  was  a  mistake,  and  another  powerful 
7  news  conference  at  which  they  trustee  agreed, 
strongly  criticized  other  fundamen-  .  ,  , 

talist^tees.  - ^  sr)ol^n^for  Patt^, 

“H  he  was  a  corporate  executive,  of  Cnswell  Co^  in  Dallas 

he’d  be  subject  to  dismissal  for  that,” 

Mills  said  in  an  interview  Jan.  10.  “I’m 
very  anxious  to  see  why  he  did  that. 

I  don't  know  what  it  accomplished. 

I'm  very  disappointed,  and  he 
shouldn't  have  done  it.” 

“I'm  wondering  if  he  was  trying  to 
get  himself  fired,”  Mills  added. 

“Several  people  have  told  me  that 
he  must  want  to  be  fired." 

Parks  was  unavailable  for 
comment. 

Parks’  future  as  president  is  becon- 


By  Greg  Warner 

WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (ABP)  —  sponsored  changes,  such  as  hiring  on- 
Lewis  Drummond,  president  of  ly  biblical  inerrantists  for  the  facul- 
Southeastern  Seminary,  is  omected  to  ty,  violate  academic  freedom, 
announce  his  retiranent  at  tMcmd  of  Drummond’s  predecessor,  Randall 
However,  sources  said  a  coalition  of  January,  according  to  seminary  LoUey,  resigned  in  protest  of  those 

ustees  will  present  a  plan  next  sources.  changes  in  1967,  setting  off  investiga- 

onth  to  speed  up  a  search  commit-  Drummond,  65,  has  been  under  tions  the  tvro  accremting  agencies 
tee  for  Pelts’  replacement.  That  pressure  for  some  time  because  of  and  a  swirl  of  controversy  that  has  yet 

j  •  j  y,  1-  •  j  same  coalition  also  will  say  that  worsening  financial  and  academic  to  subside 

pad  judgment  Observers  have  said  larks’  leadership  is  not  needed  fa  his  conditions  at  the  school,  but  he  h^  Southeastern’s  other  accrediting 
atterson,  wh^C  own  future  at  mission  plan  to  be  successful.  denied  be  has  plans  to  leave  agency,  the  Association  of  Theological 

..nswell  IS  clotwy,  IS  interested  m  a  Mills,  the  Ibniiessee  trustee,  said  Schools  in  the  Unit^  States  and 

arger  role  at  the  b<»rd.  Parks  might  be  thinking  too  highly  of  Canada,  has  since  threatened  to 

The  ^rds  ctoirman  WUliam  himself  by  saying  his  leadership  is  im-  remove  the  school’s  accreditation, 

lancock  of  Louisvilla  Ky.,  said  portant  to  the  mission  plan.  .  MeanwhUe,  the  school’s  cnroUment 

rustees  should  “keep  their  minds  on  _ ...  py  me  aouin^  Association  of  Col-  ha«i  Hmnnpd  etAndiiv  in  Iprs  than  half 

iupporting  the  current  leadership.”  leg«  and  Schools,  one  of  its  two  ac-  ifa  fanmO^ze.  causina  serious  long- 

^  he  acknowledged  that  “v^ll  ,  “  “  and  I  crediting  agencies,  Dea  5.  termTSSiS  ^lemf^  *  ^ 

«ry  definitely  be  at^  job.”  SjLT A  special  meeting  of  the  executive  ‘^S^^SSSal/SSttffouiih  with  h^ 

«-•  rnan.  Sometimes  when  men  get  older  committee  of  Southeastern’s  trustees  “Drui^ona  goestnrougn  wimnK 

Some  of  them  ^tees)  have  fix-  they  think  things  can’t  run  without  has  been  set  fa  Jaa  30-31  at  the  Wake  jo  retire,  tinistees  would  be  ex- 
id  in  them  muids  his  retirement,”  them.”  Fbrest  N  C  camnus.  durina  which  to  name  a  search  commit^ 

mood's  proposal  (or  his  dg»rtire  •‘“.TgfSiKo.  piosldenl  o( 
Since  becoming  president  in  1968,  Criswell  College  in  Dallas,  is  con- 
Drummond  and  other  administrators  sidered  the  leading  candidate  for  the 
Itove  been  unable  to  resolve  dif-  job.  Thistees  tdki  ABP  Patterson  was 
ficulties  between  the  school’s  seriously  considered  for  the 
fundamental-conservative  trustees  Southeastern  post  before,  and  some 
and  the  foculty,  most  of  whom  have  have  said  recently  they  would  be 
resisted  the  trustees’ attempt  to  steer  pleased  for  him  to  succeed 
By  Sarah  Zimmemaa  "S**®®*  “  *  “®"  coMervative  Drummond. 

direction.  WhraerisedttaofAswiciatedBap- 

>n8«friaidabout  Faculty  members  say  trustee-  tist  Press. 

^urches  thorc  whi^bapti^  to  of  pastors  in  low  baptism  _ 

five  a  more  people  pa  100  resident  churches 

members  for  two  consecutive  years.  MISSIONARY  DIES  FOLLOWING  SURGERY:  FORT  WORTH.  Ttocas  (BP) 

Ninety-one  churches  were  iden-  of  low  baptism  —  Southern  Baptist  mU$ionaty  William  Halley  died  Jan.  15  In’ Fort  Worth, 

tified  as  “low  baptism  churches”  —  “  relyii*  a  i^vals  for  the  Tfexas,  from  complication$  following  open-heart  turgery.  He  was  to.  The  pastor 

those  which  baptued  one  a  less  na-  *'^***8*1**^  thrust.  Pastors  of  International  Baptist  Church  in  Hong  Kong.  Hailey  had  flown  with  his  wife, 

son  per  100  resident  members  the  ™  ^  beptom  churches  tended  to  Christine,  to  the  United  States  Jan.  8  on  emergency  medical  leave,  Hailey 
same  two  years.  The  remaining  f.*’’*?  statements  such  as  and  his  wife  were  appointed  missionaries  in  l$t7  to  Indonesia,  where  he  was 

chuiches  were  «»la»«ifi«»d  as  middle  important  in  our  a  student  worker.  In  1974  the  Haileys  transferred  to  Japan,  where  he  v/as  pastor 

baptism  churches.  than  any  otha  evangelistic  ef-  of  the  Yokohama  Baptist  Church.  They  went  to  Hong  Kong  In  I9tl,  A  native 

‘®”-  of  £Mlas,  Hailey  received  the  txKhelor  of  arts  degree  ^m  Southern  Methodist 

Three-fourths  of  pastors  of  high  Pastors  of  high  baptism  churches  University  there  end  the  master  of  divinity  degree  from  New  Orleans 

teptism  churcl^  said  they  witness  preferred  a  variety  of  evang  'eUstic  Seminary. 

several  tuna  a  week.  Only  tools,  such  as  Continuing  Witness  ^ 

44%  of  pastors  in  low  baptism  church-  Training  and  DiscipleYouth  SEVERELY  DAMAGES  BAPTIST  LIBRARY  IN  GAZA:  GAZA  (BP) 

es  uid  t^  witiiess  that  frequenUy.  Anotha  comparkm  is  prospect  —  virtually  destroyed  a  10, (Wl-volume  Southon  Baptist  library  focUity 
ClHirehes  with  high  baptism  rates  files.  More  than  82%  of  pastors  f^  G***  -  the  lar^t  of  three  public  libraries  in  the  toraeU-occupied  area. 
alTO  str^  personal  evangelism  by  high  bap^m  churches  said  their  '***  ^med  fa  the  Jan.  9  blaze  The  fire  at  the  Centa  of  Culture  and 

laity.  Qghty-two  percent  of  pastors  of  church  h^  an  updaM  prospect  file,  t'iSt't  was  denounced  by  most  Palestinian  political  groups  in  the  territory, 
high  baptism  churches  said  their  while  S9%  of  pastors  of  low  baptism  But  Sout^  Baptist  representatives  in  Gaza  said  the  arson  did  not  appear 
members  would  be  comfortable  tell-  (See  MPTIBIM  on  page  9)  ^  ^  pohtically  motivated. 


High  baptisms:  why?  how? 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  Churches  with 
high  baptism  rates  are  those  which 
practice  time-tested  evangelistic 
principles,  a  study  of  1,0(X)  Southern 
Baptist  congregations  reveals. 

'The  research  shows  churches  with 
high  bapdun  rates  have  the  following 
characteristics:  a  pasta  who  is  com¬ 
mitted  to  frequmt  personal  witness- 
i^  witness  training  fa  lay  people  of 
all  ages,  a  variety  of  evangelistic 
methods,  a  vision  fa  potential  fa 
growth,  and  a  method  to  identify  and 
visit  evangelistic  prospects. 

“The  findings  aren’t  startling,  but 
they  confirm  some  things  we’ve  said 
are  keys  in  increasing  evangelism  ef¬ 
fectiveness,”  said  Steve  Whitten, 
associate  director  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  research  department  who 
wrote  the  report. 

The  survey  of  1,0(X)  churches 


Thiirsday.  Jaaaary 
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Sonya  Rohrman,  left,  helps  longtime  client  JuHe  Hargrove  with  bills  at  Hargrove’s 
home  in  Jackson.  .. 


FOR  HELP 

Becommended  Reading: 

Widows  in  the  Dark,  1^  Elizabeth  Gatov;  Common  Knowledge  Pre|gr 
1985.  ^ 

But  I  Never  Thought  He’d  Die,  by  Mariam  Baker  Nye;  Westminster 
Press,  Philadelphia,  1987. 

Teach  Your  Wife  How  to  Be  a  Widow,  edited  l^r  Joseph  Newman;  US 
News  &  World  Report  Books,  1973. 

Survival  Handbook  for  Widows,  Ruth  Jean  Loewinstdih;  Follett 
Publishing,  Chicago,  1979. 

“Elstate  Planning  Guide,  Your  Personal  Record,”  botddet;  published 
by  Annuity  Board,  SBC.  Available  from  Church-Minister  Relations/An¬ 
nuity,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Jackson.  Helps  catalog 
items  such  as  insurance  policies,  military  benefits,  bank  accounts  for 
written  record  in  event  of  emergency  or  death. 

'Hps  from  Living  Services: 

Ibke  an  inventory  of  assets. 

Keep  accurate  reccmls. 

Maintain  a  filing  system.  “What  wmics  for  a  business  will  work  in  your 
home” 

Involve  the  whole  family  in  present  and  future  plans. 

Begin  now  to  (H^pare  for  retirement. 


Trustee  is  skeptical 
of  Fellowship  offer 


By  Greg  Warner  and  Robert  Dilday. 


BURUNGTON,  N.C.  ( ABP)  —  The 
Fbreign  Mission  Board  will  continue 
its  w^  in  Eiut)pe  despite  plans  by 
the  Co(^)mitive  ^ptist  Fellowship  to 
hire  away  s<Mne  of  the  FMB’s  mis¬ 
sionaries,  acciHxling  to  a  top  trustee 
leader. 

Steve  Hardy,  chairman  of  the 
trustee  committM  that  oversees  FMB 
wrark  in  Europe,  said  the  work  will 
continue  “regardless  of  what  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship  does.” 

But  he  said  he  is  skratical  the 
Fellowship  can  attract  tM  money 
necessap'  to  pick  up  the  FMBk  Ekiro- 
pean  mission  work,  which  this  year 
wiU  receive  about  H25  million  in  sup¬ 
port  from  the  FMB.  The  Fellowship’s 
entire  1992  budget  for  missions  is 
about  1900,000. 

Additionally,  Hardv  said,  the 
Fellowship  lil^y  could  not  provide 
‘eccountability  to  those  who  pay  the 
bQls”  and  a  woikable  strategy  design¬ 
ed  for  Europe 

“I  would  question  whether  you’re 
turning  it  over  to  amateurs,”  said  Har¬ 
dy,  pakor  oi  Holly  Hill  Church  in 
Burlington,  N.C. 

However,  Hardy  said  he  is  “not  sur¬ 
prised”  the  Fellowship  is  considering 
offering  employment  to  Isam 
Balleng«r  and  Keith  Parker,  the 
FMBe  two  top  administrators  in 
Eknope  who  are  resigning  in  protest 


Jackson  woman  meets  seniors’ 
needs  with  special :  ministry 


It’s  never  too  early  to  begin  plan¬ 
ning  for  retirement,  illness,  or  loss  of 
a  spouse,  according  to  Sonya 
Rohrman  of  Jacksi^. 

Rohrman  spends  most  of  her  time 
helping  peq;>le  who  find  the  truth  of 
that  statement  peiliaps  a  little  late. 
Her  ministiy  and  livdibood  are  roll¬ 
ed  into  one  {xivate,  non-profit  founda¬ 
tion.  Living  Services,  braindiild  of  the 
Hattiesburg  native  and  member  of 
Morrison  Heists  Church,  CUnton. 

Rdurman,  through  the  foundation, 
provides  nekled  mon^  management 
services  to  widows,  seniors,  and  han¬ 
dicapped  persons.  She  also  helps  com¬ 
plete  and  file  insurance,  Social  Securi¬ 
ty,  and  tax  forms. 

“I  always  thought  everyone  had 
sinneone.  I’m  amazed  at  the  number 
of  people  who  have  no  family,  no  one 
around  to  help  them  (with  money 
managment,  sorting  out  income 
sources  and  estates).” 

Before  beginning  her 
minisby/foundation  in  January  1988, 
Rohrman  found  herself  single  again, 
“wanting  something  fulfilling  to  do.” 
Though  she  was  not  always  a  career 
woman,  she  always  bad  a  knack  for 
book  work,  and  had  taken  accounting 
courses  years  earlier. 

After  she  began  work  at  a  Jackson 
CPA  firm,  she  read  what  she  calls 
mountains  of  articles  about  money 
management.  She  found  herself 
drawn  to  material  about  the  needs  of 
senior  adults  who  came  to  their  retire¬ 
ment  years  ill-equipped  financially,  or 
lacking  the  skills  of  money 
management. 


By  Shannon  T.  Simpson 

With  seed  money,  she  eventually 
left  the  (PA  firm,  got  the  ministry  off 
the  growd,  and  now  serves  upwards 
of  60  clients.  She  sees  about  12  on  a 
weekly  basis.  Most  are  widows  who 
never  had  to  (XMiduct  their  personal 
finances,  and  feel  overwhelmed  ty 
financial  matters  when  their 
husbands  die. 

‘1  stress  when  1  talk  to  these  wcMnai 
that  they  are  not  dumb,  they  just 
never  had  to  keep  reonxls,  pay  bills, 
or  manage  an  income,”  says 
Rohrman. 

Her  work  typically  consists  of  set¬ 
ting  up  bluets,  helping  (qien  ac¬ 
counts,  file  insurance  claims,  or  set  iq> 
fil^  systems.  9)e  often  accompanies 
clients  to  the  offices  of  accountants, 
lawyers,  bankers,  or  attorneys  to  “in¬ 
terpret.” 

“I  never  advise,”  she  says,  “I  do  not 
make  decisions  for  these  people  I  only 
try  to  show  them  the  b^t  way  to  do 
things,  the  best  place  to  put  their 
mon^.  But  the  decisions  are  up  to  the 
individuals  and  their  families.” 

Rohrman  tries  to  involve  families  of 
clients  as  much  as  possible,  not  only 
to  smooth  the  process  of  record  keep¬ 
ing,  but  to  protect  herself.  “If  I  were 
dishonest,  I  could  easily  defraud 
someone,”  she  says,  cautiously. 
“Because  I  have  such  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  their  finances,  I  take 
somewhat  of  a  risk.  But  I  keep  very 
acetuate  records  to  prevent  anything 
like  that  from  hai^miing.  One  time, 
I  even  uncovered  an  insurance  fraud 
of  about  $25,0001” 

Elach  client  is  asked  to  nrake  a 


donation  according  to  his  resources 
when  help  from  Rirfirman  begins,  but 
the  donation  is  not  required.  Monies 
come  from  these  donations,  and  frenn 
families  who  make  contributions  or 
list  the  foundation  as  a  memcHial.  S)k 
does  not  otherwise  solicit  funds. 

“The  Lord  has  blessed  us  and  kept 
us  going,”  says  Rohman.  “He  has  built 
us  and  grown  us  at  just  the  right 
pace.” 


“So  much  has  to  do  with  the 
way  people  prepare  them¬ 
selves  for  old  age.  You  must 
seek  fulfilment,  realize  that 
old  age  happens,  families  get 
scattered.  You  mast  fnd  your 
own  motivation  for  living.**  — 
Sonya  Rohrman 


Lately,  thou^,  Rohrman  says  she 
.has  been  (raying  about  whether  or. 
not  to  expand.  She  says  she  has  hc^wd 
the  Lord  would  make  someone  special 
available  to  help  in  the  ministry.  ’The 
foundation  recently  hired  secretan^ 
Diane  Bearden  on  a  part  time  basis, 
but  there  is  stiU  much  work  to  be  done 
“There  is  no  doubt  that  this  was  a 
ministry  the  Lord  gave,”  she  says. 
“There  is  such  a  n^d  for  these  ser¬ 
vices.  And,  it  brought  together  two 
loves  of  my  life:  seniors  and  book 
work.  It’s  a  beautiful  gift.  It  gives  me 
an  outlet  for  giving  to  peofde  —  and 
getting  fulfillment  from  them,  toe” 


of  recent  trustee  acdom. 

Asked  if  the  FeDowship  would  be 


able  to  woo  away  other  missionaries 
in  Ekirope,  Haitty  said,  “I  admit  I’ve 
had  a  few  missionaries  call  me  and 
discuss  with  me  questions  they  have 
because  Dr.  Ballenger  and  Dr.  Parker 
resigned.” 

Hardy  said  he  uve  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  the  same  advice  offered  by 
Ballenger  and  F^arker  in  their  resigna¬ 
tion  statements  “to  wait  and  inake 
their  dedstons  based  on  Vhat  happens 
rather  than  make  an  emotional  reac¬ 
tion.” 

Ttustee  chairman  BiB  Hancock  of 
Louisville,  Ky,  said  he  doesn’t  have 
aqy  idea  bow  maqy  missiooaries  will 
leave  their  posts  to  Join  the 
Fellowship’s  initiative  "That  may  be 
dependent  on  what  Isam  Ballenger 
and  Keith  Parker  choose  to  do,”  he 
said. 

“It  de^y  grieves  me  that  we’ve 
readied  this  p^tkm  of  divisiveneBS,” 
Hancock  said  of  the  FieOowship’S 
plans.  “Yet  I’m  pleased  there  are 
tions  for  those  (missMaaries)  who 
may  be  discontented  with  their  plaro 
of  service  and  the  preMnt  leadmhip 
d  the  Southern  Baptist  Conventioo. 

“Hopefully,  this  oiversity  will  pro¬ 
vide  opportunities  for  a  more  exten¬ 
sive  proclamation  of  the  gon^  to  the 
perale  of  Europe  by  the  CBF  and  the 
SBC,**  he  added. 

Warner  Is  cdHtsr  sf  Associated  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  and  Dilday  writes  for 
REUGHHJS  HERALD,  Vfarglnto. 


Senate  votes  for  lottery 

By^aul  Jones  ^ 

The  Senate  of  Mississippi  voted  on  Thursday,  January  16,  to  set  a  vote  on 
the  deletion  of  the  current  ccMistitimon^  prohibition  against  a  state-operated 
lottery.  The  vote  was  37  to  12  with  one  pairing  to  pass  SCR  512  which  goes 
to  the  House  of  Representatives.  ’Thus,  37  senators  have  indicated  their  bdief 
that  a  state-operat^  lotteiy  is  necessary.  Having  taken  a  sworn  oath  to  obey 
the  constitution  and  knowing  that  Article  15,  S^tion  273  of  the  Mississippi 
(Tonstitutional  demands  that  before  they  vote  pq  q  qmistitutional  amendment 
thQT  “shaU  deem  any  diange,  alteration,  or  amendment  necessary,”  each  vote 
must  be  considered  a  vote  for  the  lottery. 

Members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  will  probably  vote  dunng  the  week 
of  January  20-24  on  SITR  512.  Each  of  them  must  also  determine  if  they  ‘deem 
such  amendment  necessary.”  A  vote  for  SCR  512,  according  to  the  ccai^tu- 
tion,  must  be  seen  as  a  vote  for  a  state-operated  lottery.  ' 

The  following  is  the  vote  by  the  Mississippi  Senators  to  place  the  issue  on 
the  November  3  ballot: 

FOR:  Anderson,  Armstrong,  Bean,  Bilbo,  Burton,  Canon,  Cheek,  Crook, 
Dealing,  Feiris,  Franckiewicz,  GoUott,  Gunn,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harden, 
Harvey,  Hewes,  Huggins,  Jackson,  Kirby,  Lambert,  Lee,  Mills,  Moham- 
ed,  Monty,  Pos^,  Powell,  Rayborn,  Ready,  Robertson,  Sledge,  Stogner, 
Welch,  J.  White,  Williams,  Woodfleld. 

AGAINST:  Bryan,  Cdbb,  Graham,  Keeton,  Little,  Miller,  Musgrove, 
Scoper,  Smith,  Thames,  R.  White,  Wicker. 

PAIRING:  Minor,  no;  Jordan,  yes. 

Jones  is  ezecutive-director-treasarer.  Christian  Action  Commission, 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

FMB  names  Crawley  as  interim  VP 


FBC,  Senatobia 
honors  Flowers 


First  Church,  Senatobia  will  honor 
Pastor  and  Mrs.  John  Flowers  upon 
his  retirement,  with  a  special  11 
o’clock  service  on  Sunday,  Jan.  26. 

He  and  his  family  wiU  be  receiving 
friends  at  a  tea  given  by  the  church 
members,  from  2  until  4  p.m.,  in  the 
Fhmily  Life  Center  on  that  day,  and 
those  who  wish  to  extend  their  con¬ 
gratulations  and  best  wishes  are  in¬ 
vited  to  attend. 


By  Robert  O’Brien 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Winston 
Crawley  will  become  the  Southmm 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  in¬ 
terim  vice  president  for  Europe,  the 
Middle  Ekist,  and  North  Africa  effec¬ 
tive  Feb  3,  according  to  board  presi- 
d«it  R.  Keith  Parks. 

(}rawley,  a  retired  veteran  of  40 
years  of  foieign  mission  work,  will  fill 
the  sp^  until  a  replacement  is  found 


for  Isam  Ballenger,  who  announced 
Jan.  7  he  would  step  down  in  protest 
of  FMB  trustee  actions  and 
philosophies. 

Crawley,  7L  who  retired  in  1967  at 
age  67,  bi^gan  his  overseas  career  as 
a  missionary,  first  in  China  and  then 
in  the  Philippines  from  1947-54.  Then 
be  joined  the  FMB  staff  as  secretary 
(area  director)  for  the  Orient,  196M8; 


director  of  the  former  overseas  divi¬ 
sion,  1968-80;  and  vice  president  for 
planning,  1960-67.  He  has  written  six 
books  on  missions. 

O’Brien  writes  for  FMB. 


’There  is  nothing  wrong  in  having 
nothing  to  say  unless  you  insist  on  say¬ 
ing  it. 


My  name  is  Emily  Alexander.  I  am 
9V^  years  old.  My  bobbies  areswim- 
ming,  ballet,  cooking  and  ctdlecting 
dcrik. 'nMting  letters  is  also  one  of  my 
bobbies.  If  you  are  6-12,  please  write 
to  me 

Yours  truly,* 

Emily  Akrander 
8952  Anabda  Place 
Diamondbead,  MS  39620 


My  name  is  Brandy  Griffin.  I’m  12 
years  old,  and  I  would  like  a  boy  or 
girl  pen  pal.  I  am  a  member  of 
Parkway  Baptist  Churcb  and  I  would 
love  to  have  a  pen  pal. 

Your  pm  pal  (hopefully) 
Brandy  Griffin 
My  address  is: 

207  Oak  Lane  Circle 
Houston,  MS  38851 


bear  Sir: 

I  would  like  a  pm  pal  from  a  dif- 
fermt  country.  I  live  in  (Quitman, 
Miss.,  U.SA. 

Jeskia  G.  Purvis 
Rt.  1,  Bok  147 
(Quitman,  Miss.  39355 


A  king  cobra  (the  taxnemml  has 
preserved)  is  in  the  window  of  a  shoe  oob- 
bie  (tailor)  advertising  srtaka-skin  shoes 
in  Bangkok,  Thailand.  This  cobra  is  about 
3  rnelars  long.  (Photo  by  Maxine  Stewart) 


Map  Quiz 


*  CHILDREN  S  PAGE 

j 


A  Bible  Dictionary 


Since  the  U.S.  was 
cities  are  named  aA 
ed  after  saints? 

L  SL  _ 

2.  St.  _ 

3.  St.  _ 

4.  St  _ 

5.  San _ 

6.  San _ 


7.  San _ 

8.  Santa _ 

9.  SauHSte. 


n  U.&  was  ac|dn^  exploiwd  fay  expktcrs  fknm  Catholic  oontries  sack  M  Spain  and  France,  mam  of  our 
nan^  after  Uieir  saints.  Can  you  name  the  numbered  cities  mflieabcee  map  of  the  U5.  which  are  nam- 

- .ns  city  in  Florida  is  the  oldest  city  in  the  U.S. 

- tWs  laive  city  lies  near  Ihmpa  on  the  gidf  coast  of  Florida. 

- 'niig^^iteMissiasipiiiBivmisknow>nas‘1heGsteataiitothcWest"Itisthelafgest 

- ^rSs  city  is  the  capital  of  Minnesota. 

_ ^fhe  Battle  of  the  Alamo  occurred  in  this  Itacas  city  in  1836. 

- ^IMi  city  in  northern  Califomta  is  known  for  its  cauecars  end  the  Goldm  Gate  Bridge. 

A  large  earthqpialBe  occurred  here  in  1616. 

- : - This  tafse  city  in  southern  California  lies  on  the  Pacific  Ocean  near  the  Meadcan  bottler. 

A  laiie  naval  base  is  located  here 

- ^This  city  bee  west  of  Los  Angdes  on  the  Pacific  Ocean.  (It  is  named  after  the  mother 

of  St  Anguriine:) 

^ - Thii  city  in  the  upper  peninsuta  of  Midiigsn  was  founded  fay  FYencfa  JuMiits  in  M68. 

(“Saulf^  means  ‘YapMs.”) 


_  •»IS  1|n«S  '6  vofoopi  etuis  t  o 

oospusAi  «i»S  f  ofootuv  ues  i  inaj  is  f  ■pwi  ts  t  IS  t  "Hi 


ogmues 

ttuAiy  IS  I 


IS  I  :ua)M8m 


Match  aach  phraaa  below  with  the  picture  that  shows  its  mssnh^ 
Write  your  snswaia  on  a  shaat  of  papar. 

davathswood  poasamtfas  gate  of  hia  anemias 

cntraatsd  the  Lord  seddled  hia  me 


Snakes  alive!  there’s  a  cobra! 


By  Maxiee  Stewart 


My  husband  Bob  killed  another 
cafara  in  our  yard  in  Thailand  today. 

There  are  about  160  kinds  of  snakes 
■  Thailand.  Only  ooe-fourth  of  these 
are  said  to  be  dangerous  to  mm  and 
animalff.  Tb  some  of  us,  though,  a 
snahe  IS  a  snake  —  no  matter  the  color 
or  am  We  say,  *1011.  THE  SNAKE!” 

The  most  common  dangerous 
snahes  to  man  in  Thailand  are  the 
kisg  cobra,  Siamese  cobra,  spitting 
cobra,  banded  kraiL  RusselTs  vtyei; 
grem  pit  viper,  Mataysian  pit  viper, 
and  some  sea  snakes. 

More  people  are  bitten  by  poisaoous 
snakes  in  Thailand  than  aqywbere 
else;  according  to  Professor  Mid^ 
Triaumon,  Pharmacology  Dhrisioa 
Chief  of  Siriraj  Ho^MtaL  the  largest 
hospital  in  Thailand.  Th^aremost- 
ly  farmers  and  fisbermm  who  are  bit¬ 
ten  betwem  May  and  November,  the 
rainy  season  whm  farmers  work  in 
the  nel^. 

A  snake  farm  wus  started  in 
Ban^ok  in  1923  with  mon^  from 
foreigners  who  lived  in  the  dty.  It  is 
Qw  second  largest  snake  farm  in  the 
world.  The  laigest  is  in  Brazil. 

The  snake  faim  produces  vaccines 
and  sera.  The  venom  collected  from 
the  snakes  is  used  to  inununize  horses 


in  the  production  of  anti-venom. 

Cobi^  on  the  snake  farm  live  a 
maximum  of  two  years  (in  captivity), 
compared  to  up  to  10  years  in  tbi^ 
natural  environmmt  weather  in 
the  snake  farm  compound  dUHers 
fitxn  their  run  of  the  fields,  woods, 
and  YARDS.  They  usually  die  from  a 
type  of  reptile  pneumonia,  due  to 
chiuiges  in  the  temperature: 

The  king  cobra,  longest  of  all 
poisonous  snakes,  can  teach  more 
than  15  feet  Bob  killed  a  king  cobra 
in  our  yard  that  was  longer  than  he  is 
taU,  and  be  is  6  feet  4  inches.  I  have 
seldom  seen  him  sweat  more  than  be 
did  killing  that  snake!  Its  venom  can 
kill  a  man  in  20  minutes.  AltbouA 
Asians  fear  its  poison,  it  is  said  toM 
worshipped  (by  some)  from  India  to 
Indonesia. 

We  try  to  keep  the  grass  cut  short 
in  our  big  yard  so  that  snakes  can  be 
more  easily  seen. 

In  the  Thiiiland  Baptist  Mission,  on¬ 
ly  one  missionary  Im  been  bittmi  by 
a  snake,  and  it  non-pmsonous.  nesse 
pray  for  the  contiiujed  safety  of  the 
missionaries  and  MKs  (missionary 
kids)  in  the  Thailand  Baptist  Mission. 

Mrs.  Stewart  is  a  ntisskMary  in 
ThaitaMl. 


One  of  three  dMaione  tor  Iwaplng  wwiws  on  gw  gwwred  M  6w  snstw  tww  In 
BanfFs*.  Theiend.  There  are ‘hnehe  thehere”  (oonctelB)  amisbie  as  wel  es  amMI 
btahaa  tor  Vw  analM  to  dwb  in  and  a  canal  of  wtaw  amend  8ie  enctaaure  for  iiem 
to  anrim  around  In  Mta  wutoc  The  above  aaefton  to  tor  iw  Siamaaa  oobres.  In  tha 
tor  background  is  ana  of  iia  doctore  wtoo  warta  to  foe  snake  torw  who  to  gtoUng 

toe  rewore  town  ■wMtoa.tlaanIneide  toe  anajwpk  to  anotow  man  who  haa  a  cobre 
iw  hia  hawd  laadir  to  Mha  op  to  toe  doctor  tor  dnwtog  toa  venom  (doctor  in  whNa 
eoag.  (Photo  hy  Mawino  gtowait)' 


January  23, 1992  ^  Housetops  is  a  supplement  to  the  baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


BNF  Student  Nurses 
Event 


SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  PAGES 


Each  year  Mississippi  is  allowed  to 
nominate  one  Page  to  serve  at  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  If 
you  have  a  young  man  who  is  eli¬ 
gible,  we  need  the  nomination  by 
March  1 . 


able.  The  following  guidelines  are 
requirements  for  a  young  man  to 
be  eligible  to  serve  as  an  SBC  Page. 

PERSONAL  REQUIREMENTS  - 
Pages  must  be  active  in  the  High 
School  Baptist  Young  Men's  pro- ' 
gram  of  their  church. 

Pages  must  be  in  grades  1 0-1 2 
during  the  school  year  in  which 
they  are  nominated. 

Pages  must  have  completed  at 
least  the  Base  Unit  and  one  addi¬ 
tional  unit  from  additional  unit 
from  Missions  Challenge. 

Pages  may  serve  only  one  year. 

TRAVEL-Pages  are  responsible  for 
providing  their  own  travel  to  and 
from  the  convention.  The  Brother¬ 


hood  Commission  will  assist  in 
securing  flight  reservations  as 
requested. 

Pages  are  required  to  attend  SBC 
Page  orientation  on  Saturday,  June 
6, 1992,  at  1 KX)  p.m.  For  this  rea¬ 
son  all  Pages  must  arrive  in  Indi¬ 
anapolis  on  Saturday,  June  6, 

1992,  no  later  than  12.-00  noon. 
Departure  should  be  scheduled  for 
Thursday,  June  11,  after  4HX)  p.m. 

FOOD/LODGING-will  be  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  Mississippi  Brotherhood 
Department  and  SBC  Brotherhood 
Commission. 


On  March  1 9, 1 992,  student 

nurses  are  invited  to  a  special  1. 

event  where  they  will  be  Intro-  ItrMnTinr 

duced  to  the  Baptist  Nursing 

Fellowship.  It  will  take  place  at  ; 

the  Baptist  Student  Center  at  the  .  V 

University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Student  nurses 

from  USM,  Gulf  Coast  Community  College  at  Perkin- 

ston,  Jones  County  Community  College,  William 

Carey  College,  and  Pearl  River  Community  College 

are  especially  invited.  g 

Lloyd  Lunceford,  Baptist  Student  Union  director  at 
USM,  and  Wanda  Dubuisson,  Baptist  Nursing  Fellow¬ 
ship  Nursing  Student  Liaison,  have  arranged  a  spe¬ 
cial  gathering  which  begins  at  3  p.m.  and  concludes 
with  supper.  Cost  is  $2  per  person.  Deadline  for  reg¬ 
istration  is  March  1 7.  Mail  registrations  to  BNF  Stu¬ 
dent  Nurses  Event,  WMU,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205.  Make  checks  payable  to  Woman's  Missionary 
Union. 


Nominees  will  receive  an  informa¬ 
tion  form  to  complete.  This  form 
and  the  church's  recommendation 
will  be  used  in  selecting  the  young 
man  to  serve  our  state. 


GUIDELINES  FOR  SELECTING 
SBC  PAGES 

HSBYM  Pages  are  an  important 
part  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  Their 
contribution  to  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission  staff,  SBC  agency  person¬ 
nel,  and  Convention  volunteers 
with  whom  they  work  is  invalu¬ 


For  a  nomination  form  or  more 
information  contact  the  Brother¬ 
hood  Department  at 

96B-3800.  nn 


Career  nurses  in  the  area  are  also  invited  to  attend. 
The  rrreeting  is  so  arrartged  that  those  .who  canruX 
attend  the  entire  time  hiay  come  and  go  at  their  con 
venience. 


Christian  Performing 
Arts  Festivai 


Registration  and  missions  displays  begin  at  2  p.m.  At 
3  p.m.,  Graharrv Hales,  USM  campus  chaplain,  will 
speak  on  "A  Nurse's  Spiritual  Development."  At  4:30, 
Kaye  Wilson,  of  the  nursing  faculty  at  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege,  will  speak  eO;  "Oppof^iiities  for  Medical  Mis¬ 
sions  InvolvemerJt."  /  V  . 

After  dinner  at  9^,  P^-'Jones,  executive  director  of 
the  Mississippi  Cnristian  Action  Commission,  will 
speak  on  "Issues  and  Answers  for  Christian  Nucie\  in 
the  90's."  ^  ^  ^ 


February  7-9, 1 992 
Morrison  Heights 
*v^,.Bapttet  Church 


Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship  is  sponsored  by  WMU 
SBC,  aixi  Mississippi  WMU.  QQ. 


/!,  Qinton,  Mississippi 


MiasiofiB  Offerings  UpDate 
1991Totab 

Annie  Amtstrong  Easter  Offering 


•Dinner  Theater 

Performed  by  Host  Church 
•Drama,  Music,  Clowning:  Puppetry 
classes 

•Ministry  with  Children,  Youth  and  adults 


Edwkta  fiobinson  Special  Day  Offering 
S68.412.26  (goal  was  $63,000 

Margaret  Lackey  Offering  for  State  Missions 
S646.3T1.72  (goal  was  645,000) 

Lottie  Mt)on  Christmas  Offering 

S434.931 .46  lune  1  -December  31  (this  offering's 

year  is  June  1  -  May  31 ) 


Theme:  The  Unchurched:  Who,  Where,  Why 


To  develop  awareness  of  the  stiid%  profiles  will  be  given  of  unchurched  people  who  need  to  be  reached  by  new  and  growing  churches.  Edch  profile  will 
include  a  brief  statement  of  facts  on  ways  the  Home  Mission  Board  is  helping  churches  reach  the  unreached. 

& 

Resources:  Home  Mission  Study  1992  Complete  Planning  Kit,  teaching  guides  and  study  books  (adult:  No  Small  Sacrifice; 

Youth:  Eyewitness;  grades  4-6:  Can  You  Wear  Reeboks  to  Church  grades  1  -3:  Leave  the  Driving  to  Max;  Preschool,  Foreign 
and  Home  Mission  Studies,  1991. 


PRESCHCXX 

Foreign  and  Home  Mission  Studies  7  99  7-92:  Teaching 
Guide.  Created  for  older  preschoolers,  this  guide  com¬ 
bines  early  learning  activities,  games,  and  teaching 
ideas  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Study  and  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Study  to  instill  a  lifetime  love  for  missions. 

511-23P  $1.75 


asm,  and  give  insight  into  home  missions.  With  this 
exciting  book,  children  will  discover  how  churches  are 
started— from  the  U.S.  Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
N.Y.,  to  the  rugged  outposts  of  Deer  Lodge,  Mont. 

521-126P  $2.25 

Teaching  Guide  511-21?  $1.75 


YOUTH 

As  teens  make  their  way  through  eyewitness,  they'll 
discover  16  colorful  pages  of  inspirational  portraits  to 
stretch  their  understanding  of  home  missions  and  build 
skills  to  live  their  dreams.  This  Illustrated  ar»d  pho¬ 
tographed  glossy  tabloid  is  a  must-have  for  youth. 

521-125P  s  $1.25 

Teaching  Guide  511-20P  $1.50  - 


GRADES  1-3 

The  minute  you  open  Leave  the  Driving  to  Max,  the 
fun  starts.  Bright,  whimsical  illustrations  capture  the 
liveliness  of  this  adventure  into  home  missions.  With 
its  cut-out  bus,  funny  stickers,  and  entertaining  activi¬ 
ties,  this  sticker  and  missions  activity  book  could 
become  a  treasure  in  a  child's  collection. 


The  Unchurched: 
Who,  Where, 
and  Why? 

HOME  MISSION 
STUDY 

February  1 6-1 9, 1 992 


Teaching  guide 


ADULTS 

No  Small  Sacrifice,  complete  with  stunning  pho¬ 
tographs  and  compelling  stories,  documents  three 
innovative  approaches  to  reaching  non-Christians  by 
starting  churches  just  for  them, 

521-124P  $3.00 

Teaching  Guide  511-19P  $1.50 


GRADES  4-6 

Brimming  with  photographs,  imaginative  stories  and 
delightful  learning  activities — hidden  pictures,  puzzles, 
riddles,  and  matching  games — Can  You  WearReebok 
Shoes  to  Church  will  arouse  curiosity,  generate  enthusi 


Registration  for  the  retreat  begins  at  4  p.m.,  Feb. 

7.  At  that  time  the  Baptist  Book  Store  will  be  open 
at  the  retreat.  The  retreat  ends  after  lurKh  the  next 
day.  Participants  are  asked  to  bring  linens,  towels, 
and  a  pillow. 

Cost  Is  $25  per  person.  Send  registration  informa¬ 
tion  to  WMU,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 
Make  checks  payable  to  Woman's  Missionary 
Union. 


A  retreat  designed  to  help  women  find  time 
will  take  place  at  Camp  Lake  Stephens  near 
Oxford,  February  7-8,  1992. 

Theme  of  the  meeting  will  be  "Making  Time  for 
Myself,  Family  and  Others...  All  In  God's  Time." 

Sponsored  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Woman's 
Missionary  Union,  the  retreat  will  feature  sessions 
to  help  Baptist  Women  and  Baptist  Young  Women 
find  time  for  themselves,  for  their  families,  for  oth¬ 
ers,  arKi  for  volunteer  missions. 

Speakers  include  Deborah  Brunt,  writer  and  con¬ 
ference  leader  from  Oxford;  Kathy  Burnham, 
musician  from  Oxford;  Stuart  Calvert,  writer  and 
conference  leader  from  Ashland;  Ashley  McCaleb, 
BW/BYW  consultant  for  Mississippi  WMU; 

Sharon  Neff,  writer  and  conference  leader  from 
Areola;  Peggy  Tubbs,  teacher  and  musician  from 
Oxford;  and  Joan  Tyler,  Mississippi  WMU  presi¬ 
dent  from  Collins. 


"Making  Time  for 
Myself,  Family  and 
Others...  All  in  Cod's 


lild 

The  word  of  Cod  is  living  and  active.  Sharper 
than  any  double-edged  sword,  It  penetrates 
- - - - -  dividing  soul  and  spirit,  joints  arxl  mar¬ 
row;  it  judges  the  thoughts  and  attitudes  of  the 
heart.  Nothing  in  all  creation  is  hidden  from 
God's  sight.  Everything  is  uncovered  and  laid 
t  bare  before  the  eyes  of  him  to  whom  we  must 

’  give  account.  ^  (Heb.  4:1 2-1 3,  NIV) 

6k 

Embrace  God's  Word 
through  Baptist  Doctrine  Study 

Previews  9  a.m.  - 1  p.m. 

MARCH  16 

North  Winona 
n  FBC  McComb 

t  ir 

MARCH  17 

FBC  Starkville 
William  Carey  College 

MARCH  18 

Blue  Mt.  College 
FBC  Gulfport 

MARCH  19 

Mississippi  College 
Hernando  Baptist 

MARCH  20 

Delta  State,  BSU 
Clarke  College 


David  S.  Dockery 


82%  of  Americans  believe  that  the  Bible  is 
inspired;  Only  21  %  study  it! 


Is  it  no  wonder  that  we  face  the  moral  decline  and  national  dilemmas  which  are  threatening  to  overwhelm  us. 
We  can  still  see  the  awesome  power  of  God's  word  today. 

This  year's  doctrine  study  on  the  Bible  will  give  churches  all  over  our  convention  an  opportunity  to  answer 
questions  such  as: 


SESSION  1,  CHAPTER  1 


Did  God's  revelation  end  with  the  New  Testament,  or  does  God  continue  to 
new  revelation? 


SESSION  2,  CHAPTERS  2-3 

How  do  we  know  that  the  Bible  is  inspired? 

Can  we  obey  Christ  without  obeying  Scripture? 

SESSION  3,  CHAPTERS  4-5 

How  can  the  Bible  be  both  a  human  Book  and  a  divine  Book? 
What  do  we  mean  by  inspiration? 

SESSION  4,  CHAPTERS  6-7 

How  do  we  know  that  the  right  books  were  included  in  the  Bible? 
What  translations  are  best? - -  " 

SESSION  5,  CHAPTERS  8-9 

Do  the  customs  of  Bible  times  make  the  Bible  outdated? 

How  should  we  interpret  Scripture? 

How  much  help  does  Scripture  give  for  life  today? 


Missions: 

Reaching  Peopie  Growing  Churches 

WEEK  OF  PRAYER  FOR 
HOME  MISSIONS 

March  1-8, 1992 


MasterLife 
Alumni  Banquet 

Make  plans  now  to  attend  the  MasterLife  Alumni 
Banquet,  Monday,  January  27,  5:00  p.m.  at  Tem¬ 
ple  Baptist  Church  in  Hattiesburg. 

Attendees  will  enjoy  a  delicious  meal  as  well  as 
Christian  fellowship.  Roy  Edgemon  will  be  pro¬ 
viding  an  inspirational  update.  Edgemon  Is 
director  of  the  Discipleship  Training  Department 
In  Nashville,  TN. 

Registrants  should  send  the  ticket  fee  of  $7.25  to: 
Discipleship  Training  Department,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205. 

Make  checks  payable  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


Cradle  Roll  and  Homebound  Mih- 
istiies  are  not  “housed”  in  your  chur(^ 
building.  Take  advantage  of  this! 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
GROWTH  CONFERENCES 

February  10-13 


•How  to  start  a  Cradte  RoH  and 
Grow,  led  by  Ann  Liles,  Sunday 
School  Board 

•How  to  start  a  Homebound  MMstry 
and  Grow,  led  by  James  Berthetot, 
Sunday  School  Board 


FEBRUARY  10 


7-9:1 5  p.m.  West  Jackson  BC,  Tupelo 

FEBRUARY  11 

7-9:15  p.m.  .  Fust  Baptist,  Columbus 

FEBRUARY  12 

9:30-11:30  a.m.  First  Baptist,  Meridian 

notJackBon 

FEBRUARY  13 

7-9:15  p.m.  First  Baptist,  Gulfport 


National  Convocation  on 
the  Bible: 

A  Celebration  Event 

April  21-23, 1992 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


National  Convocation  on 
the  Bible: 

A  Celebration  Event 

April  21-23, 1992 
Nashville,  Tennessee 


Name  Date 

(tor  group  ragMiatono,  ptMM  tOach  a  M  o(  namoe  of  at  peraona  being  ragtaterad.) 

Mailing  Address 

City 

State 

Zip  Code 

- 

Daytime  Phone 

Church  Name 

Church  City 

State 

- ^ -  ■  1  ■  I.  ^1— .I...  ■  -■ 

ZipCcxle 

Contact  Person  (for  group  registration  only-) 


REGISTRATION  FEES(S)  The  basic  fee  of  $60.00  person  irxAides  the  foNowir^g  items:  AN 
Celebtations  •  AN  Conferences  •  Riverfront  Gospel  Gathering  (box  supper)  •  Admission  to 
the  Celebralion  Gattering  Place  •  ' 

BIBLE  FELLOWSHIP  DINNERS  (Thursday  evenirrg)  An  addHiorrai  fee  of  $14.00  per  per¬ 
son  should  be  added  to  attend  one  of  the  Thursday  everting  Bible  Fellowship  Dinners. 

NOTE  One  minister  from  the  church  staff  wM  have  the  basic  registration  fee  ($60.00) 
waived  if  the  minister  attends  with  a  group  of  10  or  mote  persons  from  the  mirtister’s  church. 

□  Check  here  if  applicable. 

If  this  sarrm  minister  plans  to  attend  one  of  Ihe  Thursday  evening  Bible  Fellowship  Dh- 
ners,  be  sure  to  enclose  $14.00  for  that  dttmer. 

□  Check  here  if  applicable. 


Please  indicate  on  the  appropriate  line  the  number  of  persons  behg  regiatered: 
Registration  Fee:  $60.00 

( _ .  ‘  ~X$60  = _ 


Total  Number  of  Participants  it  • 

■  •j:- v  ro  --i-'iic 

■'•i  ;  •'>.  /t,’  <,  ;  ■ii',  ‘  .  • 

Bible  FeNowship  dinner  $14,00 

^  '  ,U’/ 


total 


.4  — 


:xi‘i4  =■’ 


rr.ri!  >  ; 


Total  Nurober  of  Participate, 

c  -•■■I'.js*;  I  -  . :  ,  -.«•/< 


total  .  ... 


oau 


:  ;r  1.X1Q 


Total  AnrKxint  ErK:iosed:  $_ 


f; 


...  3  .H  ic  qiftyvia.-.-.l 

r  !  - B.y 

’  n  ..il  ',51 


Make  checks)  payable  to  Baptist  Sunday  Schciol 

.u  .  No  refunds  attar  1902  •  »■■■  !-»<<'  -Hficn-yKl  ■n!7 

Substitutions  wM  be  permittsd  oo.vaNd  pte-regMisioi^s) 

Mai  this  form,  gix>uplM(Happlk»ble),jVKiptiiyitier!t  10:  ’  ■ 

National  Convocadon  on  the  BIMa 
*  -  P.O.BOX24001 


f.  )rr,-  ->  •  il  ..  ■  '  . 

^  : 'ii-ila  I-' 

NaahvMe,  Tsnnaaaae  37203  .«u.9  f.'  iHx  A>i'bo~ 

For adcStionalNCOB  registration  irTforrnationcaN: 015/251 -GOOT..  ^  j.r,.;.;  ^.n. 

i  .-'i'';  iL*  i-  ft  .l.t'jin 


NOTE:  NO  CMLO  CARE  PROVISIONS  WtLL  be  MADE. 

On  receipt  of  your  registiafion  form  and  fee,  a  housing  reservatiorrfoimarKfirifQie'edxin  on. '  " 
reduced  afrfaree  wi  be  maied  k>  you  Early  registration  can  ensure  a  wider  choice  of. housing.  ■>-' 

REGISTER  NOW  for  the  Bible  Celebration  of  the  Decadst 


r.  *; 


Tears,  thanks  FaC< 

greet  Russia  b 

food  plane 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Tears  of  joy  From 

and  expressions  of  thankfulness 

greeted  a  World  Airways  DC-10  plane 

with  132,000  pounds  of  food  whc^it  ar-  Still  quilting 

rived  in  Moscow  Jan.  4.  ^  ,  7 


Faces  and  places 

by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


From  the  mail  bag  .  . 


At  a  December  revival  in  Nigeria,  from  left,  S.  O.  Acho,  Frank  Cayson,  and  Estus 
Pirkle  hold  posters  which  advertised  the  crusades. 

Pirkle  and  Cayson  hold 
crusado  m  Nigeria 


Elstus  Pirkle,  pastor  of  Locust  Grove 
Church,  Union  Association  for  26 
years,  and  Frank  Cayson,  evangelist 
in  First  Church  of  Pontotoc,  recently 
held  crusades  in  Aba  and  Em^, 
Nigeria  in  which  over  10,000  Nigerians 
made  professions  of  faith. 

People  walked  great  distances  to 
come  and  stand  for  three  hours  to 
hear  the  gospel.  Some  nights  there 
were  only  5,000  to  6,000  but  as  the 
crusades  continued  the  crowds  grew 
to  10,000  to  20,000. 

On  Dec.  1,  it  was  estimated  there 
were  over  50,000  people  present. 
Pirkle  and  Cayson  said  t^  had  never 
personally  seen  anything  like  it  in 
their  ministries.  Cayson  has  been 
preaching  for  30  years  and  Pirkle  for 
43  years. 


The  two  went  to  Nigeria  at  the  in- 
vitati<m  (rf  Nigerian  S.  O.  Acha  Acho 
came  to  the  United  States  at  the  en- 
couagement  of  Pirkle  for  theological 
training,  and-  received  both  bis 
master’s  and  doctor’s  degrees. 

In  returning  to  Nigeria,  he  found  a 
charismatic  movement  in 
evangelistic  churches  in  Nigeria.  He 
feels  crusades  like  the  one  held  in  his 
hometown  of  Enugu  and  in  Aba, 
where  be  bad  established  a  church 
before  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
will  help  stem  the  tide  of  those  who 
feels  are  leacfing  his  people  away  foom 
tte  true  gospel.  He  ^ns  to  hold  such 
crusades  three  or  four  times  a  year  in 
major  cities  throughout  Nigma. 

Pirkle  and  Cayson  say  they  look  for¬ 
ward  to  other  crusades  in  Nigeria. 


This  mission  of  mercy  was  the 
result  of  the  joint  efforts  of  the 
Leesburg  (Va.)  Baptist  Church  and 
the  BapUst  World  Alliance  ttuough  its 
division  (rf  Baptist  World  Aid. 

Paul  Montacute,  directs  (rf  Baptist 
World  Aid,  made  a  48-hour  roundtrip 
from  Washington '  to  Moscow  to 
witness  the  arrival  and  the  unloading 
oi  the  food  Jan.  5.  Montacute  also 
videotaped  the  unloading  of  the  {dane 
and  interviewed  Russian  Baptists  who 
were  helping. 

“I  was  crying  when  I  saw  the  food,” 
said  one  mat)  named  Alex  from  the 
Moscow  Bap^t  church  who  woited 
fixMn  the  time  the  plane  landed  to  mid¬ 
night  to  unload  the  60-pound  bags  of 
food.  Montacute  told  him  there  were 
also  tears  of  jpy  when  the  plane  left 
Washington. 

“We  thank  the  Lord  for  you  and  for 
what  you  have  dene  to  help  Russian 
Baptists  in  our  extreme  duHculties,” 
Alex  said.  “God  gave  you  the  chance 
to  help  Russian  people  and  you  turn¬ 
ed  your  hands  tonelp  us.  God  will  give 
you  more  for  this.” 

“I  am  so  glad  for  this,”  said  another 
young  man  named  Vladimir. 

I  (to  not  have  milk  and  bread.” 

The  expressions  of  thankfulness 
were  matched  by  the  hard  work  of  the 
men  from  the  Moscow  Baptist  church 
who,  supervised  by  Sergei  Rebrov,  one 
of  the  pastors  of  the  Moscow  Baptist 
church,  unloaded  the  food  in  a  steady 
downpour  of  rain  and  snow. 


Magnolia,  Laurel  to  celebrate  50th 


When  a  couple  cefeteates  its  50th 
wedding  annivetiary,  it%a  big  event 
When  a  body  of  bettevers  remains  in¬ 
tact  as  a  church  doit  for  SO  yeaiB,  ifk 
alM  a  major  reesoo  to  odrinteL 
Tliatk  exactly  what  the  menbers  of 
Magnolia  Church  in  Lawel  intend  to 
doF^  SMifarch  L  MB.  A  scries  of 


r,haabeenj 


^  ttie  SMh  AaMesraary  Sto 
Coaunittee  and  the  pastor. 


On  March  1,  MO,  the  church 


Church  as  a  miaatoB  af  Fkat  Church, 
sritk  W  charter  nmmheri  under 
hwdanhip  MR  E.  Maseiy.  The  Mine 
was  BSlBetBd.  in  putt,  to  reftoct  the 
toot  ***■♦  Hm>  chtopch  {seed  Beaoen 
Street 

The  maaBhen  fbst  saet  in  a  tentaad 


straetod 


la  MM,  the  name  was  changed  to 
MjywHa  Street  Church,  when  an 
autotortaan  and  edacatieii  todHty 
were  planned  to  face  the  oppoatte 
dhactwa  ef  the  origiaal  one.  Ihey 
were  eompletad  by  MB 
By  MBS,  total  church  enrollment 
had  peaked  at  jint  over  LSW.  The  neat 
several  yean  saw  Magnolia  Street  go 
through  a  transitional  period  as  & 
mamhership  found  Ms  chmch  buQdhig 
located  in  a  changing  community. 
Several  options  were  explored  over 


By  Rebecca  Patrick 

acres  of  land  on  IKhuisley  Road  in  west 
Laurel.  Construction  was  compleM 
in  M63  during  the  pastorship  of  David 
SeUen. 

While  the  temporary  auditorium 
was  being  built  te  church  held  ser- 
vicca  at  both  the  Magnolia  Street  loca¬ 
tion  and  the  Wensley  Read  locatton. 
Servicea  on  Wsnsiqr  Road  were  held 
in  a  traitar  provided  by  the  Miasiasip- 
pi  B^ttot  Conventiea 

The  hdl  membership  nuule  the  in- 
tact  owe  The  church  voted  siBtofy 
to  Aop ’Brest*' fkem  its  name  and  re¬ 
main  Church.  Stooe  that 

tiito  ■Miiiilifiitiiii  has  itaMBeed  at 
JwtevarMB 

The  phaert  ef  the  projected  three- 
pait  buBMeg  pregram  have  been 
rimndetod  and  ntod  toe  A  aoftbaU 
field  Bed  by  Urn  Ibmb  OBuHty  Ctoncfa 
LBagae  has  been  esHtruclad  at  the 
baraef  the  property.  Bventuafly,  the 
church  plaaB  to  build  a  permaneat 
Banctuary. 

Durlag  the  three -day  oetobration. 


Dinotf -OD-the-grounds  win  be  held 
between  services  on  Sunday.  Special 
music  will  afeo  be  presented  between 
services  featuring  ewent  and  farmer 
members.  Current  mtoister  of  muBc 
Glotia  Ladner  and  fanner  minisler  of 
munc  Floyd  Grice  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  music  during  the  tfaree^lay 
event 

Fbr  more  tofarmslksi  on  the  SOth 
anoiverMry  celebration,  cootoct  the 
chmch  office  by  eaOing  64bBM  ar 


A  note  frtHn  Lucille  Cannon  at 
Bruce  was  written  <»  the  Christmas 
card  she  smt  me:  “Today  I  have  been 
quilting  for  Mexico  missions.  We  did 
seven  today  and  have  32  quilts  in  aU 
to  send  thm  The  need  is  great  and 
God  can  fill  it  if  we  are  committed  to 
the  task.” 

A  van  for  the  Spanish 

A  news  note  in  Calhoun  Assoda- 
tion'k  bulletin  for  January  says  tlut 
Pittsboro  Churdi  has  donated  its  old 
van  to  the  associati<Mi  for  use  in  its 
ministry  to  the  Spanish-speaking  peo¬ 
ple  vfbo  live  in  the  county  or  who 
work  there  at  intervals.  The  note  adds, 
‘Thanks  to  Jerry  Baker  for  purchas¬ 
ing  the  tag  and  transferring  the  title 
for  the  van.  Thanks  also  to  (Mdtown 
Church  for  helping  us  arrange  for  in¬ 
surance  on  the  van.”  Wayne  GuUett  is 
director  of  missions  for  Cattoun. 

Gas  stotion  encounter 

Grady  Crowell,  director  of  missions, 
Clarke  Association,  wrote  in  a  recent 
assodational  bulletin:  “I  intended  to 
attend  prayer  meeting  at  the  Union 
Baptist  Church  in  north  Chube  Coun¬ 
ty  on  nw  way  home  from  Momb  house 
last  nigbL  A  blessed  and  strange  thing 
happo^  I  st(»ped  to  get  gas  and  a 
cou^  who  had  sttq^wdtbm  began 
to  a^  me  questions  about  myself  and 
my  bdiefis.  Some  way  I  could  not  leave 
as  I  had  planned  in  order  to  get  to 
[Mwyer  meeting  at  Union.  Then  I  felt 
the  Lord  had  a  purpose  in  the  delay. 
He  let  me  witn^  with  a  balance  of 
care  and  candor;  to  the  young  man 
who  prayed  witL  me  to  be  saved. 
Please  pray  for  him  to  grow  in  Jesus.” 

Help  to  handicapped 

James  and  Guinevere  Young,  mis- 
sionarifs  to  Bangladesh,  in  their 
Christmas  letter  included  the  item: 
‘Tbogi,  a  town  just  north  of  Dhaka,  is 
the  site  of  an  Vild’  project  of  our  Ifis- 
sioob.  Handfcapped  men  with  two 
good  arms  and  at  least  one  good  aye 
come  for  a  brief  carpentiy  ooune  thrt 
caa  be  their  tranafinn  from  street 


inowte 


Wsnriey  Reml,  Laurel,  MS  SMto. 
PSBrIck  Is  a  member  ef  Magaalla 


MM  —  Claike  CeBege  as  given’  to 
the  Baptist  CoowentioiL 
pie  who  Um  in  the  county  or  who 


Southwestern  Seminary  and  have  a 
baby  girl,  Chingri.  Their  Christmas 
card  to  me  enclosed  a  picture.  Sheb 
a  doll!  Eklward  and  Sbary  Shimray 
live  at  4725  Stanley  Ave,  Port  Worth, 
Ibxas  76115. 

Without  the  Empty  Tomb 

Over  a  Img  period.  Ruby  Singley  of 
Ckdumt^  wrote  quite  a  few  poems 
that  we  published  in  the  Baptist 
Record,  usually  in  “Scrapbook.”  One 
that  appeared  on  our  front  page,  Blast¬ 
er  issue,  1989,  “Without  the  Empty 
Ibmb,”  drew  favorable  comments 
from  a  Baylor  profes^r  and  others. 
Later  it  was  puUisbed  in  a  new^per, 
The  Columbian  Progress,  and  in  a 
book  produced  by  World  of  Poetry, 
Sacramento,  Calif.  Last  summer 
Rufy  was  invited  to  read  this  poem  at 
a  Bible  conference  on  the  Guff  Coast, 
as  it  fitted  in  pmfectly  with  one 
speakerb  meatage.  Then,  in  Septem- 
she  told  mie  fo  a  reemt  letter,  she  ’ 
(at  the  invitation  of. World  ot  Poetry) 
traveled  to  New  York  City  to  read  tUs 
poem  at  a  World  of  Poetry  convention 
held  at  the  Marriott  Marquis.  She 
said,  “My  puqxise  in  g(^ng  was  to 
read  it  as  a  witness  and  tes&iony  to 
the  Lord.” 

Self  Creek  plans 
trip  to  Canada 

Self  Creek  Church  in  Oktibbeha 
Association  will  host  a  group  trip  to 
Tbronto,  Canada  the  w^  spring 
break.  They  will  leave  Starkville  on 
March  7  and  return  March  14. 

“The  purpose  is  a  time  of 
fellowship,"  said  the  pastor,  Don  R. 
Vaughan.  “We  will  have  devotional 
times  together  during  the  time  of 
travel.  No  smoking  wUl  be  allowed  on 
the  bus.” 

Self  Creek  is  inviting  members 
from  other  churches  to  go  along. 

Fbr  complete  details,  call  Pastor 
Vau^ian  at  324-1120  or  323-WB 

“Monday  ni^  on  ttie  trip  we  will 
spend  the  ni^  in  a  motm  next  to 
Niagara  Fblls,”  said  Vaughn.  ‘This 
coiwl  be  a  second  ham^moon  trip  for 
husbands  and  wives  who  have  alwiQfS 
wanted  to  go  to  Niagara  FUb.” 


A  new  baby 

A  year  or  twB  or  tone  ags  I  wrote 
a  ookana  about  a  weddaag  at  lOdwBgr 
Church,  Jacksoo,  af  a  young  CfaiMae 
coimle:  ‘Thiwan  marries  hidto  at 
Mk^.”  We  priotod  their  weddbig 
picture;  ton  Now  tkqr  are  Btudeafs  at 


Newt  from  Italy 

Flan  aiBd  Bob  Holifield,  mis- 
ttonarirB  to  Italy,  wrote: 


“Eihia  Hatoin,  i 
cametoltobVa 
to  work  at  OM  Bai 


to  wmt  at  the  Baptist  Orphaaep,  to 
daiag  peat  and  is  atiD  woridag  *  to  U 
hours  a  diqr.” 


church  wffl  briim  mBss^i 

Serviom  oa  Fm  a  and  Fbb  2t  will 
begla  at  7  pm. 

Ob  Fri^,  the  ttieme  will  be  ‘The 
Church  Beaching  Out  —  What  the 
Churdi  Dom.”  Damon  Vsui^  will 
speak  on  witueming  andTbm  SumraB 
will  tato  on  mhiis^. 

The  Saturday  aervioe  will  focus  on 
‘The  Church  Reaching  Out  —  What 
the  Church  Is.”  CiySe  Little  and 


Colleges  log  decade  of  growth 


financially. 

Durtag  Ihe  tenure  of  Frank  Hannon 
in  the  late  MTQa,  the  diorch  bought  20 


theme,  **0)0  Church  Reachina  Out — 
Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here?”  Har¬ 
mon  will  speak  during  the  10:a  a.m. 
service  and  Sellers  will  speak  at  ” 


NASHVax^  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptist  coOegm  and  universities 
shared  ah'oWrall  increase  in  toll 
enrollment  for  the  10th  cooBecutive 
year  according  to  figines  releesed  to 
the  Southern  Ba^ist  Education 
(fommiasion. 

Enrollment  figures  for  the  IMl  Call 
semester  show  113462  students  at¬ 
tended  Southern  Baptist  coOegn  and 
universities,  a  14%  Increase  over  the 
19M  total  of  110, «B. 

The  enrollment  figurm  indude  both 


By  Tim  FleMs 

fuD- and  part-time  students  in  coBege 
credit  courses,  but  not  stndents  in  non- 
credit  courses. 

Enrollment  statistics  were  releas¬ 
ed  to  tiw  commission  by  each  school. 

A  compilation  of  the  figures  shows 
33  of  the  53  colleges  and  universities 
had  increases  in  enrollment  ranging 
from  217%  to  0J%. 

The  last  time  overall  enrollment  in 
Southern  Baptist  coUegn  and  univer- 
sitim  decreased  was  in  MU,  when 
enrollment  was  91,001  a  drop  of  lem 


than  1%  over  the  previous  year 
The  increased  enrollment  for  the 
past  decade  means  that  21,000  more 
students  attended  the  53  Southern 
Baptist  colleges  and  universities  dur¬ 
ing  the  toll  1001  term  than  in  toll  MOL 

a  net  increase  of  23.0%. 

Baptist  cMleges  to  Mssfeslppi  — 
Blue  Meuetshi  Ceilege,  301,  ep  0-7%; 
Mississippi  CeBege,  1771,  up  10%; 
WMtom  Carey  CeBege;  LOn,  up  12%. 

FleMe  le  dtrectar  ef  cmamaelca- 
ttea,  Edacatim  Cemmleeim. 
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Thuraday,  January  23,  itW 


Students  at  Clarke  College  turned  R>  L.  and  Beth  Sigrest  will  be 

^  on  individual  lights  in  the  Lottie  Mood  special  guests  at  West  Ellisville 

^  tradition  at  Clarke  Church,  Ellisville,  Jan.  26.  Th^  will 
College  The  star  was  lit  during  ad-  sing  in  Sunday  morning  servicesnnd 
services  in  Lott  Fine  Arts  will  preset  a  concert  on  Sunday  even- 
Building  on  campus.  Each  star  ing.  Dwight  L.  Smith  is  pastor, 
represented  $»,  with  the  laige^ter  First  Church  of  Byra'm  will  host  a 
.  •  •  '  flf*"  repr^ntr^  $90.  The  CC  Lottie  Communication  SkiU  Worksht^  (for 

-  W  -  '  r**  ,  Moon  goal  is  $1,000.  At  present,  ap-  reaching  people  who  drop  out  of 

Pr®u™8tely  $960  has  been  received. 

Easthaven  Church,  Richhuu,,  will 
host  a  musical  concert  featuring  the 
y  •Ti: ;  stringer’s  Gospel  Quartet,  at  7  {xm.  on 
^  ^  ^  fellowship  will  be  held 

f  .  ’  A  Southern  Baptist  mission  church 

A  prognm  for  prasontations  of  Mis-  in  Honduras  has  need  ot  a  sound 
Sion  Adventure  Badge  »l  was  recently  system.  Contact  Jerry  Smith,  Grace 
held  at  Rrst  Church,  Marion.  GAs  pictured  Memorul  Baptist  Clnirch,  405  Ninth 
are  Melissa  Rawson,  Kelly  Tidewell,  Em-  St.,  Slidell,  LA  70458,  or  call 
mie  SoIHe,  Mary  Meadows,  and  Renee'  1-504-6438017.  The  mission  has  a  small  Twenty-two  years  ago.  Calvary 

Carroll.  Walter  M.  Blackman  is  pastor,  savings  set  aside  fw  this  purpose  Church,  Pascagoula,  under  leadership 

...  .  .  ^  '  (rf  Byron  Mathis,  pastor,  built  a  new 

sanctuary  at  the  cost  of  $278,000  plus 
,  a  pipe  or^n  and  other  furnishings. 
The  building  is  of  colonial  exterior 
and  modified  colonial  interior. 
Recently  the  indebtedness  was  paid 
off  by  tte  church. 

On  Jan.  26,  .the  church  will  have  a 
homecoming  and  noteburning 
celebration  of  victory.  The  celebration 
will  be^n  at  the  11  a.m.  service,  con¬ 
tinue  with  dinner  on  the  grounds,  and 

^conclude  with  the  1:30  p.m.  notebur¬ 
ning  service.  • 

Mathis  will  be  the  featured  speaker 
for  the  11; 00 a.m.  service;  Mrs.  Joyce 


First  Church’s  pastor,  Frank  Pollard;  For  detailed  information  about  the 
Frank  Stagg,  professor  emeritus  at  convention,  write  or  phone  the 
Southern  Seminary,  now  living  on  the  Dudpleship  Training  Department  <rf 
Mississippi  coast;  Bill  Thnner,  a  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


church  and  those  who  are  prospects). 
The  workshop  will  be  taui^t  by 
Dorothy  Frady  <rf  Chllman,  Ala.  The 
times  are  Jan.  31, 7-8:30  pim.  and  Feb. 
1,  8:30  a.m.-12  Noon.  For  mwe  infor¬ 
mation,  call  372-3156. 

Calvary,  Pascagoula 
will  burn  note 


names  in  the  news 


NEJW  ORLEIANS'  —  Doaald  G.  First  Church,  Jackson,  will  conduct 
Somh  Jr.  from  Batesville  received  the  a  seminar  on  Jan.  31  and  F^b.  1, 
master  of  divinity  degree  Dec.  20  at  featuring  Florence  and  Fred  Littauer. 
New  Orleans  Seminary.  South  is  mar-  sessions  will 

ried  to  the  former  Cathy  DePriest  of  Friday 

Clintoa  He  is  the  son  of  Mr,  and  Mrs.  at  7  p.m.  and  Sat- 

Donnis  South  Sr.  of  Nixa,  Ma  ui^y  from  8  a.ni;- 

......  „  12  noon.  A  conti- 

WIU  Berger  of  mplejM^p^nt  nental  breakfast 

organ  recitals  at  the  Presbyterian,  will  be  included 

Methodist,  and  Episcopal  diurcbes  in  with  thp  <;ahirriav 

HoUy  Spinas  Mrt  (rf  the  HoUy  morning  sSaSoS! 

Springs  Garden  Club  PUgnmage,  Florence  Littauer 

April  10,  U,  and  12.  This  year’s  hag  written  num- 

pO^ge  will  be  the  54th  at  HoUy  e^ous  b<^  that 

Sfxings.  Fv  more  information  about  Littauer  focus  on  personal 

times  a^  dates  of  BergCT’s  recitals  and  spiritual  growth.  She  is  the 
and  ^hurtonc  houses  to  be  founderof  CLASS  (Christian  Leadere 

mg  the  pilgriiMge,c<mtact  the  Holly  and  Speakere  Seminars)  and  has 

w  earned  the  Hall  (rfFhi.’^Awart  from 
the  NaUonal  Speakers  Associatiou. 
The  eost  of  the  seminar  is  $10.  For 
^VialterW.^^  HoUySp^  more  information  call  First  Church  at 
Garden  Club,  P.  G  Box  666,  HoQy  949.1948 
Springs. 


Pictuiud  are  mumbure  of  Clarke  Vsnablu  Church,  Ducatur,  who  provided  live 
'scenes  in  the  events  in  Christ’s  birth.  These  scenes  were  part  of  the  live  presenta¬ 
tion  of  the  birth  of  (^rist  given  during  Christmas  on  the  Circle  on  the  Clarke  Oillege 
campus  Dec.  &  Approximately  3(X)  guests  attended  the  outdoor  presentatkin  which 
was  provided  by  Newton  County  Baptist  churches. 


Staff 

changes 


Harold  C.  Sauls  Jr.,  Richton,  receiv¬ 
ed  a  bachelor  of  theology  degree  from 
Florida  Baptist  Theological  College, 
Graceville,  Fla.,  on  Dec.  20. 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  Scott  KeUnm 
from  Oxford  received  the  master  of 
divinity  degree  Dec.  20  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  Kellum,  minister 
of  youth  and  activities  at  First 
Chinich,  Vidalia,  La.,  is  married  to  the 
former  Cathy  Crodfier  of  Water  VWley. 
He  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glttin 
Kellum  ot  Oxford.  Kellum’k  home 
churdi  is  Anchor  Church  in  Water 


Petal-Harvuy  Church,  Petal,  recently  had  a  note  burning  ceremony  to  celebrate  is  a  native  of  Georgia.  His  ptwious 
the  final  payment  on  its  sanctuary  and  educational  building.  The  rxXe  for  $800,0()0  place  of  service  was  Courtland 
was  made  April  10,  I97a  Those  pictured,  left  to  right,  are  members  of  the  original  ~  ■  ' 

building  committee:  Lynn  Cartlid^,  BiU  Sansing,  Gerald  Buckley,  pastor,  Ed  Walker, 
and  Zollie  Stevens. 


v.uuru«nu.  luca  uiiueweu  is  Thompson  received 

,  the  master  of  divinity  with  biblical 

Trinity  Church.  Laurel,  has  called  languages  degree  from  Southwestern 
Alton  Ronald  ( Rusty )  Thomaston  as  Seminary  during  commencement  ex- 
minister  of  music  and  youth,  effective  ercises  hdd  Dec  20.  Thompson  is  the 
Jan.  1.  A  native  of  Gautier,  he  receiv-  son  of  the  late  Sidney  Thompson  and 
^  his  education  at  William  Carey  Hazel  Foster  <rf  Union.  His  home 
College  church  is  Neshoba  Oiurch  in  Union. 

Tkhnadge  Itayborn  has  resigned  as  He  is  pastor  of  Center  Point  Church 
pastor  of  Riverside  Church,  Gulf  in  Weatherford,  'Ibxas. 


POND  STOCKERS  —  ALBINO, 
blue,  channel  catflsh,  super,  blue 
gill,  shellcracker,  coppernose, 
hybrid  bream,  grass  can*.  Farm 
Fisheries,  Laurel  Hill  Road,  Car¬ 
thage  MS;  phone  (Ml)  267-W59. 


Fsr  Sale:  Eagle  46  Passenger 
Bases  with  Air  CMdltlon. 
Restroom,  Reclining  Seats  —  Ibi- 
tra  clean!  —  For  •Isru  iafurma- 
Upo,  Call  Ibm  Shows,  Cedar  Hill 
Charter  Service,  IgM  826  6849  (In 
Mbs)  or  1-806854-4379  (Out  of 
state). 


STUMP  REMOVAI/STATEWIDE: 
$5.M  per  stump  (30  or  more 
average  size  with  truck  access): 
$ta  per  stunm  for  5-19  (same  con¬ 
ditions).  In  Jackson  call  Wayne  at 
373-6423.  OntsMe  Jackson  Call 
1-800-148-7297.  The  TVee  Barber; 
Matthew  16:26. 


uneventful  recovery.  The  evangelitt 
f  Coast  Associa-  had  been  at  Mayo  Qinic  since  Dec  26 
dney  Smith  as  for  his  annual  physical  examination, 
erved  as  pastor  as  he  has  done  for  more  than  40  yean. 

Graham’s  doctors  have  told  him  that 
,  .  his  1991  schedule  one  of  his  biBiest 

QdvCS  in  recent  yenn  —  was  too  heitvy.  In 

■  _  reevahutiiighisitiMniTfdrthecom- 

•SmSmSS^Sm  tag  wu;  Gnham  said  be  ptans  to  cut 
k  (Tlikomingo):  back  and  devote  more  time  to  his 
Sunday,  11  a.m.  family  and  his  memoin.  Cniudes 
d.,  7  am.;  Mike  fanned  for  1998  include  Phiiaddphta, 
iHin^  Moncow,  Fena;  Portland,  Oregon;  the  former 
Phillip  Pwter,  Soviet  Union ;  aloc«  with  a  number  of 
music;  Eugene  other  possibilities. 


CHARTER  A  BUS  —  reasoMble 
cost,  efUcient/friendly  service, 
comfortable  traveUng.  Make  plans 
for  vour  grotip,  young  or  old.  R^l 
make  vonr  travd  arrangements  or 
provide  only  transportation.  Fsr 


Naw  Hope  Church,  Foxworth,  recognized  its  members  with  perteci  ehondances 
In  Sunday  School  ranging  from  t  year  to  36  years.  Pictured  are,  first  row.  rrfinny 


state  1-9M  664  4379  or  write  Cedar 
Hill  Charter  Service,  Box  28M. 
Learel,  MS  39442. 


Y 
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Dockery  is  leading  candidate  Lottie  Mooil 
to  become  seminary’s  dean 

By  Art  Tbalston  S' 

ceeded  its  Lottie  Moon  Christinas  Of- 
Dockery,  39,  as  assistant  professor  fering  goal  this  past  December 
of  New  Ihstament  interpretation  at 

Southern  from  198#-ai,  served  “with  Pi«t  Church,  Florence,  exceeded 
incrediUe  distinction,”  McSwain  said,  its  $16,000  Lottie  Moon  goal  by  Dec.  22. 
“We  think  David  Dockery  will  be  an  Th  date  $18,016.54  has  been  givm  This 


Thursday,  January  23,  1992 

Kentucky  couple  spreads 
electronic  evangelism 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  David  S. 

Dockery,  general  editor  of  The  New 
American  Commentai^  by  B^d- 

men  Press,  is  the  leading  candidate  incrediUe  ^Unction,”  McSwain  said. 

to  l^ome  dean  of  the  school  of  ^  ^  i- 

theology  fit  Southern  Seminary  in  excellent  dean  for  the  school  of  is  the  larges^mount  ewr  given  by  when  a  KenhfcVy  “The  conversation  between  us 

Louisville,  Ky,,  seminary  officials  theology.  He  is  a  highly  competent  the  church.  Tiw  largest  Cooperatiw  ©d  a  CB  ra<fio  to  share  tneir  Sith.  lasted  close  to  a  year,  and  then  it  kind 

have  confirmed.  teacher  and  scholar.”  McSwain  add-  ftngram  check  in  the  history  of  the  Frank  DeClue,  pastor  of  Am-  of  went  fran  a  casual  conversation 

Provost  Larry  L.  McSwain  said  Jan.  ed  he  believes  Dockery  will  receive  church  was  also  given  from  baggador  Church  in  Henderson,  bap-  once  in  a  while  on  the  CB  to  me 

17  Dockery  will  be  interviewed  by  the  strong  support  from  the  seininary’s  December  receipts.  ^^ed  Dwight  and  Marsha  Rideout  witnessing  to  them  about  the  Lord  and 

seminary’s  faculty  Jan-  24  as  part  of  faculty,  trustees,  and  alumni.  Immanuel  Church,  Greenwood,  set  earlier  this  month  after  they  beard  my  wife  doing  the  same  TTien  Brother 

the  proceM  for  election  to  the  faculty  From  1964-88,  Dockery  was  pro-  jfg  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  the  gospel  presented  on  the  (ZB  by  D^ue  and  I  went  to  their  home  and 
and  appointment  as  dean.  fessor  of  theology  and  New  Tbstament  gQjQ  at  $3  600  and  received  $5,549.60.  church  members  Norman  and  (nreseoted  the  Lord  to  them.  They  ask- 

‘m  a  little  early  (for  an  official  an-  at  Criswell  CUlege  and  associate  Sijg  Abrams  is  WMU  director  CarUyn  Conrad.  ed  the  Lord  to  come  into  their  hearts 

nouncement)  but  word  has  gotten  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Dallas.  He  an<j  Dennis  McKay  is  pastor.  The  Conrads,  both  in  their  40s,  are  and  save  them  right  there  on  the 

out,”  McSwain  told  Baptist  Press,  was  pastin’  of  Metropolitan  Church  in  disaUed  and  not  able  to  get  out  as  spot.” 

“and  we’re  delisted”  ^t  Dockery  BroUdyn,  N.Y.,  from  1982-84.  ?*??*:  ?**^  much  as  th^  would  like.  But  Cimrad  The  Conrads  often  talk  about  God 

may  return  to  the  seminary.  ibalston  writes  for  bssr  »r’24^tMLo^  Mooi^Dra^»^  said  that  doesn’t  stop  them  from  talk-  on  the  CB,  he  said,  but  this  is  the  first 

Sion  Offmng.  This  marM  to  flfui  about  the  mapy  things  Jesus  time  they  have  seen  such  dramatic 

cons^tiveyearofrecortgivmgto  ^thasdonefwUi^^  results. 

foreign  inisisim.  Members  were  ‘“n,ese  pec^le  showed  you  can  “Sometimes  you  ^talked  to  rather 

witness  from  your  home,”  DeClue  harshly,”  he  explained, 
said.  “If  you  can’t  get  out,  there  are  “We’ve  been  told  to  get  that  kind  of 
other  ways  you  can  witnes.”  stuff  (rff  the  radio,  that  they  didn’t 

(Timrad  sirffers  from  a  back  ihjury,  want  to  hear  it” 
diabetes,  and  otha*  health  {voblems.  (Conrad  said  he  and  his  wife  never 
She  has  a  sevne  case  of  Lupus  that  know  how  many  people  are  listening 
raevents  her  from  getting  out  of  the  to  their  witness:  “Wron  you  key  the 
bouse  most  of  the  time  mike,  you  may  be  talking  to  one  per- 


Seminar  set 

for  experienced  „  „ 

education  ministers'  and ayociaO^ ^lon givi^, tj^ 

church  provides  monthly  support  to  a 
NASHVILLE  —  Stress,  ministerial  Southon  Baptist  congregation  in  II- 
burnout  and  relational  skills  are  just  lim^  where  Gregg  Thomas,  pastor, 
a  few  of  the  issues  to  be  addressed  at  and  members  of  the  Fredonia  Qiurch 


BAPTISMS 

From  page  3 


Aboutayear 


talking  to  the  Rideouts  on  tiieirCB  at  son  wiU  come  in  and  make  a  comment 
night.  Tte  C<»ra(te  have  been  avid  .on  their  own.  They’ve  just  been  listen- 
CB«s  since  1975.  ing  to  what  we  were  saying.” 

Wingfield  is  news  director  of 
Western  Recorder,  Kentucky. 


more  tnan^i  mwnn^.  ixiw  rap-  education,  the  conference  will  be  firati* 

held  at  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Irate  graOUaiCS 

repwling  fewer  than  149  Board’s  Church  Program  Training  Mississippian 
memoere.  «  .  j  v  »•  Onter.  The  registration  fee  is  $66.  a  am-  ■  - 

^Uon  also  a^ted  bapto^  Discussion  topics  will  include: 
ra^.  Fifty-six  percent  of  the  h^  Stress  in  MinistS^,  Security  for  the 

^  Ministry  Is  .  . .,  Staying  Marketable  ^duated  m  Decemb»  from  G^ 

Southern  ^p^  work  IS  nw.  ^  Minister.  WoriciiTg  with  Peer 
Only  one-fourth  of  the  low  baptism  Ministers.  Making  the  Most  of  Your  Omarihail  ean^  a  master  of 

churches  were  in  new  convention  career  and  Levels  of  Accountability,  divinity.  Omarkhail  earned  his 
.  ...  -At-  f'o'*  registration  information,  call  degree  from 

the  commumty  also  im-  the  CPTC  office  at  (615)  251-2294.  Mi^issippi  College, 
pacted  baptism  rates  to  some  extent.  Graduates  were  challenged  by 

Forty-four  percent  of  low  baptem  - -  Michael  Dean,  pastor  of  Travis 

churches  were  found  in  settings  '  Avenue  Church  in  Ftat  Worth,  Tin.,  to 

described  as  “open  country  and  1891  —  '^e  Sunday  Board  mark  their  ministries  with  integrity 

villages.”  Only  2%  of  the  low  baptism  was  established  to  provide  literahire  and  authenticity.  I^esidait  William  O. 

churches  were  in  cities  of  50,000  or  ^uttera  ^pti^  8®'^®  ^**®  charge  to  the 

more.  .  Sunday  School  Board  helped  to  graduates,  who  reivesent^  14  states 

Alinost  16%  of  the  high  baptism  huild  a  strong  denominational  spirit,  and  five  countries, 
churches  were  in  cities  of  50,000  or  _ 

mor^However,  18%  of  the  high  bap-  _ : - 

f*Q  yiQl  1 

Yet  church  size  and  location  “need 

not  determine  a  church’s  evangelistic  - 

effectiveness,”  Whitten  said. 

Zimmerman  writes  for  HMB.  RESEARCH  FiNDS  AVAILABILITY  OF  GUNS  IS  KEY  FACTOR  IN  SUC¬ 

CESS  OF  SUICIDES:  LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  —  Guns  are  twice  as  likely 
to  be  found  in  the  homes  of  teenage  suicide  victims  than  in  the  homes  of  teens 
who  attempt  suicide  but  fail,  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Assotia- 
tion  reports.  “The  availability  of  guns  in  the  home  .  .  .  appears  to  increase 
the  risk  for  suicide  among  adolescents,"  concludes  the  study  by  David  Brent 
and  his  colleagues  at  the  Western  Psychiatric  Institute  and  Clinic  in  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Their  study  of  141  teenagers  is  reported  in  the  Dec.  4,  1991,  issue  of 
the  medical  journal.  “The  doubling  in  the  adolescent  suicide  rate  over  the 
past  three  decades  is  largely  accounted  for  by  an  increase  in  firearms 
suicides,"  the  researchers  state. 

SUPREME  COURT  SETS  REVIEW  ON  RELIGIOUS  SOUCITATION: 
WASHINGTON  (ABP)  —  In  a  case  that  could  have  significant  implications 
for  evangdistic  dforts  on  government-owned  property,  the  nation’s  top  court 
has  agreed  to  dec^  whether  sohdtatioo  of  funds  and  distribution  of  literature 
may  be  banned  from  airport  terminals.  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  announced 
Jan.  10  that  it  will  review  a  federal  appeals  court  ruli^  that  in-person  solicita¬ 
tion  of  funds  by  a  religious  group  can  be  banned  in  airport  terminals  but  that 
distribution  of  literature,  viewed  as  a  less-tlisruptive  activity,  must  be  allow¬ 
ed.  Attorneys  for  the  International  Society  of  Krishna  (Consciousness 
(ISK(CON)  challenged  a  ban  op  solicitation  and  literature  distribution  im- 


“We  just  started  witnessing  to  them 
about  the  Lcsrd  Jesus  Christ,”  (Conrad 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 

Call  the  Hotline  1-800-776-5497 

Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS  -  Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  1 1  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


Cut  out  some  time 
just  for  YOURSELF 


Seminar  Featuring 
Florence  and  Fred  Littauer 

January  31  -  February  1, 1992 


Mississippian  joins 
Glorieta  staff 

GLORIETA,  Nid.  —  Ray  EzeUe  of 
Jackson  has  joined  the  staff  of 
Glorieta  (N.M.)  Baptist  (Copference 


First  Baptist  Church 
431  North  State  Street 
Jackson,  Missrsstppi 


Fellowship  Hall  East 
Cota  sao  00  ptr  person 

Saturday  Morning . 8  a.m.  to  12  noon 

“Hew  Good  People  Qel  kilo  Tltoubte" 

S  "The  CeS  To  ChrieHen  LeedereWp  Or 
Heed  The  CeH;  Don't  FeMUheSeuT 


Center  as  market¬ 
ing  representative 
Glorieta  (firector 
Larry  Haslam  said 


activities  to  ^p-  ^t  the  three  major  New  York  area  ai 
EseDe  tist  and  non-Bap-  ^  as  uncoostitutional,  the  2nd 

tist  grtNipe.  divided  ruling,  upholding  literature  < 

EzeUe  joined  the  conteence  center  to  i»ohibit  solicitation, 
staff  Jan.  2.  Previously,  he  was  per-  “FLOWERS  TO  THE  GLORY  OF 
maaent  placement  director  for  (Rsten  of  the  Cathedral  of  St  Peter  the  Ai 
Servioee  in  Jackson.  Prior  to  that  he  emerita  of  the  Washington  National 
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Tliiirsday.  J«BMary  a.  m2 


etters  to 


Parkway,  Natchez 
will  host  single 
adult  conference 

llie  annual  l^ngle  Adult  Conference 
will  be  held  FYiday  night  and  Satur¬ 
day,  Jan.  31-Feb.  1  at  Parkway 
Church,  Natchez.  The  non- 
denominational  conference  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  Adams  Association.  Em¬ 
phasis  this  year  will  be  “Single  —  But 
Not  Alone.”  » 

Conference  titles  this  year  will  be: 
Divorce  and  Its  Effects  On  Children; 
Single  —  But  Not  Alone;  Single 
Parentii^;  Knowing  God’s  Will;  Op¬ 
portunities  For  Si^es  and  Aging 


Letters  policy  stated 


Do  we  really  think  that  we  as  Chris-  ™ 

tians  will  not  be  held  accountable  to  .  senoi 

God  when  .God  copmands  us  to  -eommitment? 
“Rescue  those  being  led  away  to 
death,  hold  back  those  staggering  to 
slau^ter’’  (|*rov.  24:12)? 

Christians  in  America  are 
reputing  the  history  oi  German 


Eklitor: 

Much  has  been  written  about  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board^s  conmitment 
to  our  seminary  at  Ruschlikon  and  not 
iollowi^  throii^.  This  seems  to  be 
the  main  point  of  contention,  and  it  is 
a  VERY  legitimate  one! 

Maiw  people  knew  nothing  about 
see,  iney  couia  oo  nothing  to  help.  P*^*^*®  ^ 

Abortion  is  the  holocaust  of 
America.  Will  we  continue  to  block  ~  ^  " 

out  the  screams  of  millions  of  our  own 
children?  Don’t  say,  “It’s  not  my  . .  . 

ftvMi  M  m  minis^l”  It  is  every  Christian’s 

^  responsibility  to  stand  against  evil, 

r^.  29.)  Al8<^  Bush  told  one  mto-  Are  we  not  told  that  we  are  the  salt  of  ..  ^  — 

vieww  he  would  *^0  anything  It  takes  the  earth*' Pray  for  guidance  and  then  monqr  —  not  to  a  place”  There- 
n  get  involved.  There  are  many  pbces  j*®  ^  board  is  perfecUy 

Most  Baptists  are  aware  that  Presi-  of  service  in  the  pro-life  ranks  justified  m  breaking  the  cwnmitment 

dent  Bush  was  a  speaker  at  the  SBC  Sandra  Pierce  b)  Ruschlikon  at  the  last-minute, 

;  VP  Dan  Laurel  knowing  it  would  up-end  the  whole 

promoter  raxigram  and  have  far-reaching  ef- 

1  lects  all  over  the  amtinents. 

loanKS  tor  suit  Keep  in  mind  that  some  people  say 

the  question  I  have  is.  Editor*  that  a  person  must  stay  in  a  marriage, 

Minsi^  ^n^  our  This  past  Christmas,  I  was  the  red-  though  an  abusive  one  And  if  one  does 
as  not  to  offend  the  drug  pient  ofa  new  suit  which  was  purchas-  “®t  *tay  in  regardless,  then  gets  a 

-  aotorsweumtetospeak  ed  by  the  Brotherhood  Departments  divorce,  one  is  not  fit  for  a  jrface  of 

multitudes  of  people  could  give  the  at  our  annual  medings?  Will  our  SBC  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  ieadership,  especially  not  (mi  the  mis- 

same  testimony.  Iraderehip  address  thte  matter  or  Board.  I  want  to  express  my  deepest  sto"  field. 

This  past  week  'wt  have  been  told  should  we  jpretend  the  situation  gratitude  for  the  thoughtfulness  and  f  ^  seems  that  commitments  can  be 

the  piomotiooS  dangerous  drugs  will  doesn’t  «ist?  kindness  of  the  Baptist  men  of  broken  when  one  feels  God’S  leader- 

be  a  cornerstone  <rf  President  Bush’s  Ca«  L.  Hess  Mississippi.  Thank  you  gentlemen  ®hip  where  money  and  power  are  in- 

re-elMtion  campaign  in  1992.  In  the  Ozark,  Ala.  Vmb- gift  serves  to  remind  me  of  what  vdved  and  where  one  mii^t  be  “whip- 

Jan.  13,  1992  issue  of  U.S.  News  ft  .  a  wonderful  privilege  it  is  to  be  a  part  P®**  “i®  line”  by  defunding.  But,  a 

Wbrid  Report  magazine,  under  the  of  the  body  of  Christ  commitment  to  an  abusive  unchris- 

^^ne  “Bush’s  Beer-and-Burgers  invnJv#»W  Thank  you  fw*  sharing  and  carrying  ^n  indenting  spouse  is  just  how  it 

Look,  we  find  the  following:  “The  f™/’  mvotvea  ^  Northwest  has  to  be! 

new  chief  of  staff,  who  ran  Bush’s  EdiUn*:  God  continues  to  bless  his  work  out  f  hear  the  word  “liberal”  or 

campaign  in  minds  before  becoming  On  Jan.  19,  Southern  Baptists  here  and  although  there  are  many  lost,  “laughable?”  Wake  up  and  realize 

transportation  secretary  in  1989,  is  obaervedSanctity  of  Human  Life  Sun-  many  of  those  are  coming  to  know  there  is  wily  one  Book  —  all  of  it  — 


The  Baptist  Record  weloomes  let-  not  challenge  the  integrity  of  othm* 
ten  to  the  editor.  It  is  important  that  writers. 

rraders  be  permitted  to  express  opi-  Letters  should  be  undo-  250  and 

nions  about  the  news  and  react  to  never  over  300  words.  All  lettera  are 
editorials.  Opinion  lettera  are  a  vital  subject  to  editing.  The  editor  is  not 
■part  <M  every  news  publication.  responsible  for  minting  or  answering 
^del^  for  l^era  are  essential,  any  letter.  Open  letters  and  copies  d 
Letters  should  be  bnef,  to  the  pdnt,  lettes  sent  to  other  individuals  or 
addressing  one  topic.  Subject  matter  publication  are  not  accepM. 
s^ld  be  issues,  not  personalities.  Every  letter  jpust  be  sig^  and 

Pi^tive  rather  ttum  negaUve  letters  the  writer  must  give  full  name,  ad- 
always  are  pretered.  Writers  should  dress,  and  telejdione  numbet: 


about  commitment. 

I  could  not  help  but  smile  when  I 
read  that  one  of  our  board  members 
„!er  cmnmitment 
than  to  RuschUlumTl  have  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  God  as  to  how  I  vote  to  spend 
not  to  a  place”  There- 


Ekhtor: 

I  became  a  Christian  and  joined  a 
Bjqitist  church  in  1968. 1  was  barely 
21  and  a  user  d  America’s  most 
dangerous  drug,  alcohol.  After  ^  . 

becoming  familiar  with  the  Baptist  Quayle  (a  well-known  drug  i 
Covenant,  I  decided  I  should  afastain  ®  ^  ®'vn  right)  is  to  be  a  featured 
from  this  drug  and  have  always  been  speaker, 
thankful  for  that  decision  (even  ^ 
through  26  years  d  military  service)  should  ^ 


JANUARY  26,  1942 

MBSBNS  INVOLVEMEm’ THROUGH 
embracing  THE  WORD 


omnipotent,  and  forgiving.  He  prmn- 
ises  to  forgive  all  our  sins  if  we  ask 
believing.  The  Scripture  then,  says 
“Go  into  all  the  world  . .  .’’commit^ 
to  preach,  teach,  and  proclaim  that 
Jesus  (Christ  is  our  hope,  not  any  otho* 
person  or  group! 

With  1992  be  a  year  d  real  commit- 
moit  to  the  only  God? 

Name  withheld  by  the  editor 


Some  scholars  believe  Jesus  was 
5’6’  —  four  inches  taller  than  the 
.iverage  Middle  Eastern  male  of  Old 
'festament  times. 


Bush  gulping  beer  amieared  on  the  aborted. 


Spokane,  Wash 


new  lead  steer  for  the  herd  d  ^  Baptists  within  the  country  can 
mavericks  that  are  called  Swthern  ensure  that  proper  follow-up  will  be 
Baptists,”  Parks  said,  suggesting  that  done  with  those  who  receive 
missions  is  no  longer  perceived  by  evangelistic  material,  he  said. 

some  as  the  leading  force  within  the  Lewis  SDeaks 

convention.' 

“I  believe  we’ve  lost  our  lead  steer,”  HMB  President  Larry  Lewis 

he  said.  brought  responses  to  questions  which 

“The  mavericks  are  scattering  in  arose  during- last  year’s  WMU  ex- 
the  bushes  and  in  the  canyons  around  ecutive  board  meettog  about  the  role 
us,”  he  said.  Parks  warned  the  group  d  women  in  home  missions, 
that  mavericks  are  “hard  to  lead  out  “A  total  of  172  women  are  now  serv- 

—  _ _ 1.”  ing  in  the  primary  missiona^  role,” 

“You  are  going  to  have  to  find  a  way  ^  reported.  “This  number  is  an  in¬ 
to  re-identify  a  leading  purpose,  crease  of  75%  over  the  129  women 
because  you  can’t  really  drive,  you  serving  in  i»-imary  missionary  roles 
can’t  really  force,  you  can’t  really  coo-  reported  a  year  ago” 
trol,”  he  said.  “You  will  have  to  create  Lewis  announced  the  following 


From  page  3  tional  loyalty,  and  virtually  no 

tians  and  members  d  the  SBC  com-  awareness  d  tithing,  missions  giving 
munity.  The  presence  d  WMU  in  a  and  missions  education, 
church  is  a  healthy  thing  for  the  “If  we  are  to  survive  and  grow, 
church.  Properly  understood  and  although  we  still  have  some  of  the 
managed,  WMU  groups  and  their  terms  and  some  of  the  images  d  b^ 
members  can  be  a  tremendous  asset  ing  a  missions  denomination,  I  sug- 
to  a  pastor.  WMU  may  be,  as  some  gest  it’s  more  like  a  cut  flower.”  be 
have  suggested,  not  only  the  ‘missions  said, 
conscience’ d  the  SBC,  but  also  its 
‘loving  heart.’  ” 

Based  on  research  findings  fnxn  all 
five  phases,  WMU  will  launch  a  cato- 


•  Overcoming  a  90-second  news  bite 

mentality.  _ 

“When  you  try  to  give  a  wcM-ld  event  ^  the"biBh! 

-  ui  90  seconds,  you  inevitably  distort 

paign  in  April  in  13  states  to  build  it,”  he  said.  “That’s  the  way  we  learn 
awareness  about  WMU.  A  four-page,  these  days, 
four-color  insert  will  be  inserted  in  “It’s  piretty  tough  to  do  missions 
regional  editions  d  five  magazines:  education  in  90  seconds. 

Family  Circle.  Woman's  Day,  Parents  “You’re  going  to  have  to  learn  to 
Magazine,  Better  Homes  and  grab  the  attention  and  expand  the  at- 
Gardens,  and  Good  Housekeeping.  tention  span  to  the  point  that  you  get 

The  insert  will  appear  in  most  d  people  interested  in  missions  educa-  _ _ _  .  ««.- 

^  foUowing  tion  if  you’re  going  to  develop  long-  dent  for  Europe,  the  Middle  East  and 
states  -  pMs,  North  Carolina,  term  commitments,”  he  said.  North  Africa,  reported  on  the  FMB’s 

Ge^a,  Alabama,  South  Carolina,  •  Turning  a  “mirror”  perspective  “Green  Alert”  plan 
Ttemes^  Yir^,  ^bs^  into  a  “window”  perapecUve.  “Green  Alert^  is  the  FMB’s  plan  d 

uiray,  Flori^,  Louisiam,  Oklahoma,  ^  many  d  our  people  see  only  action  to  respond  to  the  mission 
Arkansas,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexica  then^lves,”  he  said.  possibUiUes  in  the  Commonwealth  d 

“UiUess  you  remove  the  silver  from  Independent  States, 
behmd  the  glass,  you’re  not  able  to  see  Southern  Baptists  must  exercise 
beyond  to  a  needy  world.”  People  to-  caution  as  they  seek  to  work  with 
d^  ^  inore  interested  in  how  things  Christtans  in  the  former  Soviet  Union, 
^  help  their  immetfiate  surroun-  Ballenger  said.  “We  mist  be  careful 
***  ®*  Qiristians  that  we  do  not  exploit 

.  .. _ .  _ f  'Air  crallenge  is  to  somehow  the  situation  and  the  people” 

'f  II  ®r®?.*®.*  paradigm  (or  way  “There  are  groups  goiim  in,  gpitinfl 

thinking)  wh^  people  are  not  ask-  airtatistictheJcs^brSbiteiSom? 
u  tn  trv  tn  urmir  '***’  ^  **  ‘TTiey’re  not  concerned  about 

^our  chall^  s  to  tt7  to  gr^  would  Chnst  have  me  do?’ and -What  what  they’re  leaviim  behind”  People 
1^00  cut  ffou^.”  ^rtasaid.  are  the  needs  that  need  to  be  met?’  ”  within  tlfe  former  S^  Union 
Fortirately,  that  can  be  done  in.  *  Identifying  a  new  leading  force  for  deqierate  to  get  any  printed  materials 
sonM  situaUoDS.  Southern  Baptists  that  they  will  do  apythiim,  he  said. 

“We  face  a  generaUon  with  UtUe  "You  are  going  to  have  to  identify  a  Southern  Baptists  w«M®loi«aide 


RELOCMINOr 

NOROAN 


Parks  speaks 


Christians  should  live 


as  beacons  glorifying  God 


mourning  for  our  sins  and  those  of  people 
around  us.  He  promises  comfort. 

Verse  5  relates  to  meekness.  Blessed  are  they 
who  quietly  submit  themselves  to  God  and  his 
teacldngs:  keeping  our  cool  when  others  lose 
their  tempers;  for^ving  iqjuries  without  seek¬ 
ing  revere;  having  patience  when  trials 


LIF,E, 

AND 

WORK 


A  T  ^  With  him.  Jesus  practiced  and  taught  huimh-  persecution  for  his  sake  with  love  toward  our  proudly  gleamed.  Jesus  said  we  are  not  to  hide 

lege^  says  that  after  God  ty.  He  expects  no  less  of  us  if  we  love  him.  persecutors?  What  is  our  reactimi  when  we  are  our  lirfits.  What  did  he  mean''  I  believe  he  was 

r  7*^  “  asked  theangeb  what  they  In  yerse  4  the  significant  word  b  “mourn.”  fabely  accused  as  we  try  to  serve  the  L(wd?  telling  us  to  live  as  Christians  with  noapdocies. 

thougm (M  It.  Oneanswered,  ‘There b no souid  Thb  word  has  many  meanings;  to  be  sad;  to  These  questions  are  addressed  by  Jesus  and  but  rather  as  beacons  glorifying  God 

d^be  to  the  Qreator.”^  God  created  music  be  sorrowful;  to  lament.  There  b  a  sinful  should  be  answered  in  our  personal  lives  in  ac-  When  we  live  for  him  our  limb  will  never 

in  ^  sound  of  the  wind,  in  songs  of  the  birds,  mourning  —  the  sorrow  d  the  world.  There  b  cordance  with  hb  teachings.  The  promised  bumoutbutwillshineevenintoetemityglm- 

and  gave  to  man  the  gift  of  melody.  All  for  one  a  natural  mourning.  There  b  a  spedal  mourn-  reward  boot  the  goal.  The  g^b  living  for  him  fying  him  all  the  way. 

purposer  that  the  Creator  might  be  glorified,  ing  which  qualifies  for  blessedness.  Thb  b  the  so  we  may  rebte  to  others  as  he  would  have  Autry  lives  in  Hickory  Flat. 

Go^’s  judgment  is  imminent  for  sins  or  injustice 

and  meeting  a  near,  or  seeking  safety  from  the 
lion  and  bear  1^  going  into  hb  home  and  b  bit¬ 
ten  by  a  serpent.  G^  does  not  honor  mean- 
in^ess  rituab.  He  delights  in  those  who  wor¬ 
ship  him  in  the  beauty  of  holiness.  God  desires 
us  to  bring  him  our  broken  and  contrite  hearts. 
We  are  to  (rffer  ourselves  as  a  living  sacrifice 
in  service  God  rejected  the  wwship  of  these 
people  because  it  was  not  from  file  h^rt.  Peo¬ 
ple  today  are  still  trying  to  give  God  everything 
but  themselves.  He  rejecte  such  worship  today. 

IV.  God's  judgment  ou  the  wealthy  (6:1-4). 
These  were  file  wealthy  and  powerful  members 
of  brael’s  arbtocracy.  Amos  describes  them  as 
those  who  lie  tm  fine  furniture,  eat  choice  food, 
sing  idle  songs,  drink  wine,  anoint  themselves 
with  the  finest  oil,  but  have  no  concern  for  the 
brokenness  of  their  nation,  (xod  saw  the  socbl 
injustice  of  their  day  was  destroying  the  socie¬ 
ty.  Hb  judgment  was  imminent,  same  b 
true  today.^The  message  of  the  Gospel  b  a  call 
to  righteous  living  through  a  repentance  of  sin 
and  turning  to  (Ttuist.  G^  has  never  tolerated 
empty  ritualbtic  reli^on  or  the  abuse  of  fellow 
men.  We  are  to  wenship  God  and  love  our  fellow 
men.  The  financbl  resources  God  gives  us  are 
to  be  used  to  glorify  him. 

Nestor  is  pastor.  First  Church,  Bruce. 


Rvr%ariM  F  NmIat  supporx  suen  ireauneni  oi  me  poor,  ineir  sm 

^  ‘  was  an  affliction  to  those  who  wanted  to  do 

Amos  5:12-15,  18-24;  6:1-4  right.  Sin  b  the  root  <rf  much  grief  to  God’s  peo- 

brael  was  insensitive  to  the  coming  judg-  pie  Very  often  our  closest  rebtionships  are  the 
ment  of  God.  Isabh  pictures  them  as  dead,  ones  who  bear  the  greatest  affliction  from  our 
Their  only  hope  of  survival  b  to  turn  to  God.  sins.  (2)  They  were  guilty  of  taking  bribes.  The 
Anjr  time  faith  b  placed  in  human  or  false  judges  were  being  bought,  rather  than  justice 
religionit  will  lead  to  trouble,  brael  was  mov-  being  done  (tod  forbid  the  acceptance  of  money 
ing  along  the  highway  of  disobedience  and  judg-  or  goods  in  exchange  for  the  life  of  a  murderer 
ment  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  (Num.  35:31).  (3)  Tbey  were  exploiting  the  pow. 

Amos  describes  their  (festruction  in  terms  of  Justice  was  being  perverted  so  that  the  ri<fii 
sie^e  and  then  pestilence  They  felt  secure  by  were  getting  richer  and  the  poor  getting  poorer, 
their  military  power  which  had  turned  back  the  (tod  does  care  how  we  treat  each  other.  He  will 
Syrian  oppression.  It  was  a  false  security,  as  not  tolerate  abuse  of  any  kind.  Those  who  use 
is  true  any  time  we  trust  human  power  over  others  for  their  personal  profit  will  not  escape 
(tod’s  power.  God  was  in  the  process  of  prepar-  the  judgment  of  (tod.  Amos  says  that  Israel  was 
ing  the  Assyrian  nation  to  conquer  brael.  (tod  trying  to  silence  the  wor^  of  the  prophet,  but 
will  not  allow  injustice  to  flouiish  among  hb  there  would  come  ajime  w1k»i  they  w^d  long 


Respond  to  God’s  love  by  being  just  and  righteous 


return  (tod’s  love.  Let  us  make  application  thb  that  in  our  lives  each  and  every  day. 
week  to  our  own  lives,  as  we  se^  to  return  Williamson  Is  pastor.  Park  Place  Church, 
God’s  love.  Let  each  of  us  pray  for  ways  to  do  Brandon. 


kept  it  night  and  day  under  his  own  qye.  If  they 
had  not  thrown  down  the  fence,  no  inroad  could 
have  been  made  upon  them. 

Isn’t  thb  so  very  true  of  us?  (tod  has  built  a 
fence  of  protection  around  us  through  the  shed 
blood  of  Jesus  Chrbt  ;  yet,  we,  by  sin  in  our 
lives,  make  ourselves  susceptible  to  the  pitfeUs 
of  life. 

A  call  for  evaluation  (5:3-4). 

It  b  clear  in  these  verses  that  there  was  a 
controversy  between  the  people  and  God.  Here 
we  find  a  challenge  for  any  man  to  show  an  in¬ 
stance  where  (tod  has  not  done  hb  part.  Cer¬ 
tainly  no  man,  even  today,  could  show  instance 
whme  (tod  has  not  attempted  to  do  hb  part.  Fhr 
too  often  the  hardheart^lnessof  man  and  our 
resbtence  to  God'ls  work  in  our  lives  make  futile 
the  efforts  of  (tod  to  bless  us. 


Christians  escalate  aid  to  China 

HONG  KCtNG  (BP)  —  Contact  and  cooperation  between  Chrbtbns  in  Hong 
Kong  and  (Tiina  steadily  are  increasing,  and  the  (Chinese  government  has 
reiterated  it  won’t  interfere  in  Hong  Kong’s  religious  affairs  after  taking 
political  control  in  1997. 

Ren  Wuzhi,  director  of  China’s  re^ous  affairs  bureau,  assured  a  Hong  Kong 
CJirbtian  Council  delegation  visiting  Beijii^  that  hb  bureau  and  mainbnd 
religious  organizations  would  not  meddle  in  Hong  Kong  affairs  after  1997. 
Freedoms  that  Hong  Kong’s  religious  community  currently  enjoys  will  con¬ 
tinue,  Ren  also  promised.  , 

But  Ren  reminded  the  19-member  delegation  that  expatriate  religious 
groups  working  with  mainland  churches  must  observe  fiirra  governing  prin¬ 
ciples:  don-affiliation,  non-intervention,  and  mutual  respect. 

The  commenb  follow  months  of  escalating  contact  between  China's  Chrb- 
tian  community  and  groups  from  Hong  Kong,  Ihiwan,  Macao,  and  the  United 
States.  Contributions  to  (lurches  in  ^ina  have  escabted  since  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  following  the  government’s  1969  Tiananmen  Square  crackdown.  Now 
overseas  Chinese  Protestanb  are  helping  fund  Chrbfian  development  in  China, 
especblly  among  churches  in  Guangd^,  the  southern  province  near  Hong 
Kong. 

Besides  Hong  Kong  donations,  the  Guangdong  Chrbfian  Council  has  receiv¬ 
ed  funds  from  Germany,  Denmark,  Norway,  Switzerbnd,  England,  Cbnada, 
and  the  United  States. 

The  local  Chrbfian  council  b  renovating  another  church  building  in  Sha- 
mbn,  a  former  international  settlement  in  Guangzhou.  Also,  Chinese  Chrb- 
fians  are  negotiating  with  the  government  for  return  of  a  former  Lutheran 
seminal^. 

“The  international  character  of  Christianity  as  well  as  Guangdong  province’s 
geographical  and  historical  background  enable  local  church^  to  have  more 
frequent  exposure  and  exchange  with  CJirbfians  from  abroad,”  said  a  state¬ 
ment  issued  tiy  the  council. 

“They  show  genuine  concern  for  the  development  of  churches  and  social 
welfare  of  Guangdong  province  and  provide  a  considerable  amount  of  help.” 


UNIFORM 


By  Bobby  Williamson  , 

Isaiah  5 

How  do  we  as  Chrbtbns  return  God’s  love? 
From  Isaiah  thb  week  we  can  discover  various 
ways  we  might  return  hb  love.  How  does  (tod 
expect  us  to  respond  to  hb  love?  We  will  see  that 
God  expeeb  us  to  respond  by  being  just  and 
righteous. 

The  vbeyard  owner’s  provbions  (5:1-2). 

In  verses  1  and  2,  we  find  Isaiah  singing  about 
a  vineyard  owner  who  made  provbions  for  a 
productive  vineyard,  but  the  vineyard  produc¬ 
ed  wild  grapes.  Why  was  thb  parable  put  into 
a  solig?  It  Was  quite  probably  so  that  it  might 
be  moremovingaodidfecfing,  and  that  it  mi^t 
be  more  easily  learned  and  remembered. 
Through  the  years  most  of  us  have  forgotten 
very  much  of  that  which  we  have  Idarora,  but 
we  still  remember  yividly  soisgs  th^.we  have 
leafrfed  bved  as  children. 

(tod  has  constituted  Jesus  as  the  Lord  of  the 
vin^^  andinjto  manner  the  proptwt  sings 

■  ■  ■  too  ex- 


The  vineyard  owner’s  Judgment  (5:5-6). 

Here  we  find  Isabh’s  call  for  judgment  be¬ 
tween  the  vineyard  owner  and  the  vineyard. 
The  vineyard  was  not  fruitful,  thus  judgement 
fell.  Thb  should  be  a  reminder  to  all  of  us  to 
examine  our  fruib.  An  apple  bears  amiles,  an 
orange  bears  oranges,  but  what  b  the  Chrbfian 
to  bear?  Christians  should  alwaw  bear  the  fruit 
of  the  Spirit  in  our  lives.  We  should  also  bear 
other  Christians  by  our  witness. 


(tod’s  judgement  on  kki  people  (5:7). 

In  fiiew  verses  we  find  (tod  looking  in  vain 
for  justice  and  righteousness  among  hb  people 
Should  thb  not  motivate  us  to  exercise  fii^ 
qualities  in  our  lives?  We  should  be  challeng- 
ed  1^  today’6  lesson  to.never  bke  (tod%  bless¬ 
ing  for  mnted. 

-  -  There  is  also  a  seriousness  in-fiie  failure  to 


to  the  honor  of  Christ.  Here  we  mi 
amine  what  God  has  done  for  his  vTneyard  in 
comparison  to  what  he  has  fiohe  for  us.  He  fenc- 


PAGE  12  BAPTIST  RECXIRO 


TlMOTday.  Janary  a,  Htt 


I  M aben  pastor  builds  with 
I? '  mortar,  brick  —  and  peopl 


home  of  his  own  for  retirement  days,  teaches  in  elementary  sdiool  in  1 '  '' 

He  did  it  with  the  help  of  one  Maben.  Mwnings  the  two  of  them  :  '  M  r  > 

carpenter  and,  he  admitted,  “a  little  walk,  at  5:30,  three  and  six  tenths 

heto  with  the  roofing.”  He  wired  it  miles  in  50  minutes.  “I  thank  the  Lord  ^ 

and  got  an  electrician  to  check  it  out.  every  day  for  my  wife,”  he  sakL  “Prob-  ^  ^ 

At  present,  his  in-laws,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ably  she  has  helped  me  moro  than  . 

John  Ward,  are  living  in  it  on  a  three-  anyone  She  knows  when  to  let  the  air 
acre  lot  in  Maben,  in  a  grove  (rf  pine  out  and  when  to  p^p  it  up.”  . 
trees.  His  call  to  the  ministry  came  after  ^ 

Woodworking,  camping,  and  all  his  Navy  service  during  the  Korean 

kinds  of  sports  are  Poss’s  hobtxes.  He  conflict.  Two  pastorates  and  a  degree  Randle  Poss,  pastor  of  Rrst  Church,  Maben,  made  the  plaque  he  s  showing  off, 
made  a  plaque  showing  the  mascots  from  New  Orleans  Seminary  preced-  Miss,  Stale,  and  USM  mascots.  His  wife  painted  K.  He  says  he’s  the  only 

of  «e  Miss,  USM,  and  State  side  ly  ed  his  move  to  Maben.  He  was  pastor  ^  ^  Oktibbeha  County  who  wiN  admit  it.  (Maben  is  in  Oktibbeha  and 

side  “I’m  the  (Hily  Ole  Miss  rebel  in  (tf  New  Hml^iekl  OiiHxdi,  Picayime,  Webster  counties.)  His  now  office,  dedicaled  in  199a  is  decorated  in  blue  and  white 

Oktibbdtt  County  that  will  admit  it  to  and  associate  pastor  of  Calvary  and  contains  two  paintings  by  his  daughter,  Lecia  Bain,  one  of  ducks  and  one  of  a 

the  State  Bullcfe^!”  Probably  bc^’s  Church,  Meridian.  He  has  been  a  hafo  at  cotton.  _ 

why:  His  son,  Randy,  has  a  bachelor^  membv  of  the  Mississii^  Baptist 

d^w  from  Ole  Miss  ai^  a  master’s  Convention  Board  and  of  its  Executive 


Book  reviews 


have  completed  a  study  of  MasterLife  ty  of  “faith  lifters.”  'The  personal  ex-  Faith  Lift  seminars  and  workshops 
Said  Poss:  “My  relationship  with  periences  shared  in  the  stories  are  areavailkUehy  theautters. ’Thetwo 
people  is  the  most  satisfying  trang  in  those  of  Jane,  but  Bonnie  had  gone  are  doing  a  radio  program  in  Ocean 
ray  ministnr.  I  have  people  here  who  tfarougbmany  of  the  sametypes^ex-  Sininga  for  WOSkL  craM  Fhith  lift 
are  able,  down-to-earth  good  ftdks,  periences  and  so  as  ^  did  tteedting  Its  theme  song  is  the  first  song  in  the 
with  common  s«ise.  I  have  people  in  vyas  able  to  do  it  in  a  sensitive  way.  “It  book.  Books  may  be  ordered  from  tte 
my  church  that  I  can  depoid  tqxm.  was  painful  for  Jane  to  write  about  publisbo-’s  adtfress  above  for  18.48 
Our  town  is  not  as  thriving  as  it  has  someof  these,”  she  said,  “but  she  and  (this  includes  tax)  plus  |2  postage, 
been  in  some  days  past  but  I  am  here  I  wanted  to  share  with  other  women  Also  the  authors  may  be  contacted  at 
to  minister  to  the  people  of  our  com-  with  similar  problems  to  ours  and  the  same  address.  —  AWM 
munity  ‘from  the  cradle  to  the  show  them  that  if  we  could  overcome, 

then  th^  can  too,  with  Christa  help.” 

With  this  kind  of  “construction  For  the  book,  Boniue  wrote  the  poems, 
material”  Ite  has  built  up  a  ch^h  the  songs,  aiid  the  music  ’Th^  add  n  o 

family  that  is  a  warm,  dynamic,  and  depth  and  richness  to  the  vtdume  and  ro  O  n  ' 

loving  fellowship.  ‘  ^ 


grave’ 

Since  the  church  burned  ai  Maben  in  1965,  Pastor  Randle  Poss  has  led  in  the 
building  of  sanctuary  and  education  building,  left:  family  life  center  (middie);  and  an 

additionai  education  annex,  right.  loving  fellowship.  are  a  complement  to  the  stories  of 

^  ,  1*1  personal  experiences. 

opain  may  recoemze  evaneelicals ,  mother,  and^  overwhelming  loss 

Jane  felt  at  her  mother's  deatte- and 
then  tells  how  in  triumph  she  realized 

M^RID,  Spain  (EP)  —  Evangel-  ical  Entities  of  Spain,  gives  official  creditation  for  Protestant  schotds  and  “in  the  deepest  recesses  of  my  own 
icals  in  Spain  have  faced  an  uphill  bat-  status  to  Protestant  churches  in  such  colleges.  spirit,  that  this  was  not  her  end.” 

tie  ever  since  Gen.  Frandsco  Franco’s  areas  as  taxation,  professional  11)0  bill  is  the  result  of  four  years  Proems  touched  include  akobobsm, 
victory  in  the  Spanish  Qvil  War  of  ministry,  and  education.  of  negotiation  between  the  nation’ll  unfaithfulness,  divorce,  bankruptcy, 

1936-39.  Franco  worked  to  crush  his  Protestant  churches  and  ministries  Ministry  of  Justice  and  the  Federation  and  others.  Poems  talk  about  ‘The 
political  enemies,  including  Pro-  would  be  exempt  from  property  and  of  Evangelical  Religious  Entities  Little  lliings,”  pride,  giving,  adultery, 
testants.  Churches  were  shut  down,  corporate  taxes,  and  evangelicals  (FEREDE).  The  federation’s  ex-  the  swiftness  of  the  seasons,  solitude, 
Bibles  and  Christian  literature  con-  could  deduct  contributions  to  their  ecutive  secretary,  Jose  Cfardona,  ex-  “mission,”  a  child’s  song  .... 
fiscated,  and  evangelism  was  churches  and  ministries.  Protestant  pects  the  bill  to  pass  the  Cortes  this  This  b^  is  beautifully  written  and 
forbidden.  ministers  would  also  be  given  the  year,  pOssibly  by  Reformation  Day,  deeply  moving.  Jane  Borne  is  a 

All  that  could  change,  however,  ac-  same  reception  as  Ronian  CathoHe  Oct.  31.  '  mower,  stepmother,  grandmother, 

cording  to  a  report  in  Christianity  Tb-  .  priests,  making  it  possible  for  them  to  The  bill  extends  recognition  only  to  educator,  and  business  woman.  She 
day.  The  Spani^  national  parliament,  serve  as  chaplains  in  the  military,  organize*  ions  which  jmn  FEREDE.  holdsa  doctorate  in  education  and  has 
the  (fortes,  is  considering  legislation  hc^ltals,  and  schools.  (fordona  icknowledges  that  Uik  could  had  an  extensive  career  ia  innovative 

that  would  grant  new  religious  rights  The  proposal  would  require  schoote  hurt  thos  s  organttations  which  might  programming.  She  has  written  and 
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tion  with  mothering  three  sons.  She 
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